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“YOU, GOPARE MY GOD, EARNESTLY | SEEK YOU:;
I THIRST FOR YOU, MY WHOLE BEING LONGS FOR YOU, |
HED LAND, WHERE THERE IS NO WATER. | HAVE SEEN YOU IN THE SANCTUARY AND B
AND YOUR GLORY.” (PSALM 63:1-2)
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WEEK 2: THE WATERS OF GOD!

U PASS THROUGH THE WATERS, [ WILL BE WITH YOU; AND WHEN YOU PASS THROUGH
L THEY WILL NOT SWEEP OVER YOU. (ISAIAH 43:2) I
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WEEK 4: WATERS I'N JIEOPARIDY

“AS WATER REFLECTS THE FACE, SO ONE'S LIFE REFLECTS THE HEART"
(PROVERBS 27:19)
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XN/« STEPSIN
= <, BACKYARD COMPOSTING

| By following these directions you can help accelerate the natural
eco'cYCIet decompasition process to produce compaost from your own backyard!

Step 1: Obtain a bin or designate an area in your yard that is
approximately one cubic yard (3x fi. x 3 ft x 3ft)
Size is important to achieve the proper temperature. Piles that are too small cannot hold enough heat
for effective microbial activity, and piles too large (more than 5 feet cubed) do net allow for enough
air to reach microbes in the center of the pile.

Step 2: Mix two parts “brown” content (dry leaves, small twigs, straw, etc.) with one part
“green” content (grass clippings, katchen scraps, ete.)
This 2:1 ratio in volume provides the best mix of carbon (brown materials) to nitrogen (greens).

Step 3: Chop or break up twigs and large pieces of fruit and vegetable waste

Materials will break down maore quickly with increased surface area. Half- to one-inch pieces are best
for optimal decomposition.

Step 4: Keep it moist

Water your compost when needed to keep it damp, like a wrung-out sponge (not sogay). Herg in
Colorado, you may have to water your pile more frequently than you expect, given the dry climate.
One way o mitigaie moisture loss is to choose or build a compost bin with a top and enclosed sides
(with holes for aeration).

Step 5: Keep it turning

Compost needs air. Turning the compost will help it break down and prevent unpleasant cdors. In
warmer manths, compost should be turned every two weeks or so. In the winter, it is best to leave the
pile as undisturbed as possible so it will retain heat. When adding material, dig a small well in the top
or side of the pile, place material in, and cover, so the pile does not lose too much heat.




BACKYARD COMPOST GUIDELINES

Once you've s&t up your backyard compaost bin or pile. use the following guidelines to help you k=ep an optimal
mixture of carbon (browns) and nitrogen (greens). Maintain a 2:1 ratio of “BROWN" to “GREEN" content, and
make sure all materials added to your compost pile or bin are no bigger than 2 inches.

BROWNS ( GREENS

< /

Grass,
straw, and hay

Fresh grass : o Coffee grounds
clippings . and filters
) - (preferably
Weeds | unbleached)

(before seeding)

2 Egogshells
(no eggs)

' Loose leaf EI

Mapkins, towels, and tissues tea ; e
if n’:} lnxicpsll::nicak; are absorbed) (no tea bags) Perennial plant chippings

rVKEEP rll UUT! Many of the following items may attract wildlife, or create contamination

in your compast pile. Keep them out!

— NO:
\ o= o
’ : ' ; Pet waste
_ -
ﬁ - p -— @ Vacuum wasts
» "“ ’ - = Dryer lint

NOmeat,fish,  NOoily or Eggs NO cheese, yogurt,  NOcompostable 1o D20

or bones greasy foods (egoshells ok) or other dairy SEIVICEWaTE




OL;S?L

H#L?2SNIL = 1>t
77?=1G?<?201L? SI10 ;M ; MG ;FF 3C?=7 10 SIOL P;MN =L?;NCIHL
77?=1G?(H ;Q? ;NNB? <?;0NS ;H> QIH>?L 1§ 10L JF; H?M
;H>Q? (077F (WM J;CHE

, 2NNB? 2G<?LM 10 10L <OLHCHA <OMBF; H>
27ECH>F? NB? (F; G? 16 O?HN?=1M\
3BCH? SIOL FCABN CH OMNB ;N Q? G ;S MNLCP? @IL ; AL??H?L GONOL?L

, 2NNB? >LSH?MM 1@ NB? F;H>CH M? ;MIHM 16 >L1OABN
27?7GCH> OM NI NBCLMN @IL STOL F?;>?LMBCJ
CIFS 3JCLOM F?2;> OMNIQ;L>MNB? Q?FF 18 B1J? @IL ; MOMN;CH; <F?
JF;H?NE

, 2NNB? Q;N?LM 1@ 1OL @FI 1>?> JF;CHM ; H> LCP?LM
$L?H=B 10L B?; LW QCNB SIOL G?L=S
,CPCHA 7 ;N?L @CFF OM QCNB G?L=S @IL S1OL MO@@?LCHA =L? ;NCIHE

, 2NNB? LI ;LCHA 14 L; ACHA QCH>M ;H> =S=FIH?M
B?FJ OMB?;LNB? =LS 1@ — INB?L %;LNB
*?MOME ACP? OM SIOL J?;=? NI =;FG IOL MNILGt ;H> J?;=? I
MNL?HANB?H 10L =;FFCHAL

, 2NNB? LCM? CH M?; F?2P2FM
L;CM? 10L =1H=7LH ;H>FIP? NIQ;L>M IOL H?CAB<10L
2(M?H #BLOMM L?MIOL=7 OM QCNB SIOL FIP? @ILNB? QILF>L

#L?2NIL = 1> Q? ;L? SIOL J? 1 JF?t =;FF?> ;H> JOLIIM?> NI <?
ATT>MN?Q;L>M 18 10L JF; H?NE

“'E2MM NBCM > St
YH *2MOMi H; G 24
1G2HL

""S —(=B;?F2;G>;(;HSNIHC




&ILNB? 7 ??E 1B?;>l
$CANZF ;>PI=;=S =;GJ;CAH 032 MIHI@#L?2;NCIH

H#IHNC>?L Q; SMNI 7>0=;N? INB?LM ;<IONNB? D?1J;L>S 10L Q;N?LM ;L? @; =CHALSMCHAMIG? 1§
NB? G;N?LC;FM LI G 32;MIH 10 #L? ;NCIH NBCHE ; <ION=L?;NCHA ; Q;L?H?MM L;CMCHA Q?<CH; LM

IH 7 ;N?L *OMNC=? NB ;N =;H <? QC>?FS MB; L?>L

SN2 MI=C;F G?>C;1 H2QMI ; J2LM ;H> FI=;F L;>C1 MNNCIHMNIN
(CABFCABN JIFFON?> IL >SCHA LCP?LMt F;E?M IL Q?NF;H> ;L?; M
3B;L? MNILC?M 18 =1GGOHINC?M ;00?=N?> <S Q;N?L M=;L=(NSL.
#2F?<L;N? JIMONCP? MN?IM <S AIP?LHG ?HWM ; H> =1 G GOHNC?ME
OO<FC=FS =;FF @IL OLA?HN ;=NCIHL

/002L ;N8 J2LMI?=NCP2M NB ;N FCHE 3=LCINOL?+ DOMNC=2+ ;H> ?HPCLIHG?HN;F MN?Q ; L>MBCIN
o 77?7EFS ?>0=;NCIH ;F JIMWM IL J1>=; MNME
o 3BILNN?MNCG IHC?M L1 G (;LG?LM Q1 G?Ht ;H> S10NBL
e )HGIAL;JIBC=M IH JIFFONCIH (G J; =NML
o FH;FMNI MCAH J?NCNCEHM IL ;NN?H>NTQH B; FFME
o 3NILC?M 1@ FI=;F LCP?LM ; H> MILCHAME
o 4BM QCFF ; GJFCAS NB? PIC=?M 10 0;CNB =1GGOHINC?M <?SIH> NB? Q;FFM 1§ NB? =BOL=BL




%WH#ES —% _)#1, 0219%2 3%26)#%

YHNL1>0=NaH
7?2 ?H=10L;A? S1O NI OM? NBOM JL;S?L M?LPC=2 NI G ;LE NB? MN;LN 18.NB? 32;MIH 18 #L? ;N IH
AB? 32;MIH MV;LIM TH NB? BN 16 32J82G<?Lt QBC=B (M =?F7<L ;N2> <S MIG? #BLONC; H
SPHIGOH;NCEHM ;MNB? 7 ILF> $:5S 16 OL;S?L 1L NB? #;L? 10 #L2;MCHH ;H> =2F2<L ;2> <S
MIG? ;MNB? &2 M 18 #L25NCHHE N 2H>M IH Z=N1<?L S\BHNB? &2 Wi 10-33CHN &L 3 H=CH 19 T MIChC
910 =;H ;M1 OM? O ;N 2P2HIM 3H> MPLPC=2M NB ;N S1O BIF> >OLCHA NB? 32;M I Ht

)H JF;HHCHA S10L M?LPC=?4 S10 G ;S QCMB NI CHPCN? J ; LNC=CJ ; HNM NI <LCHA ; MG ;FF <INNF? 1§
Q;N2L §;PIC>CHA JF;MNC=nT OL1 G NB2CL B 1 G2M SOLCHA NB? 04B ; HEMACPCHA G1L 7 ;N?LGt ; NG ;FF
JILNCIH 10 ?;=B J?LMIHM Q;N?L G;S <? J10OL?> CHNI NB? @IHN IL CHNI ; F;LA? <IQF JL?J;L?>
GIL NB? 0"'F2MMCHA 10 NB? 7 ;N?LML6

4B? Q;N?L A;NB?L?> CHNB?2 <1 QF (MNB?H <F2MM?>E Y)H MEG?2 N >INCEHME CN = ; H<2.0M?> NI
MILCHEF?2 N\B2 = 1HAL?A; NCIHE L?2=; FFCHALOL <3;JINCMG ;H> 10LMB;L?> =;FFCHA NI =;L2 @1L NB?
ACIN 10 Q;N?Lt TGN?L NB? M2LPC=?% J; LNC=CJ ;H\M G ;S N;E? BIG? \B? L?G ;(HCHA Q;N?L (H
<INNF2M SIL?20?L ; <FS G;>? 10 AF;MM IL L?H?Q; <F? G;N?LC;FMT ;M ; MCAH 10 L?H?Q;F ;H> ;
L?GCH>?L 10NB2CL =1 GGING?HN NI JLIN?=N ;H> =B?LCMB Q;N?L ;M ; M;=L?> ACON 1§ = I>L §3?7?
NB? JLEJIM;F 10 0#1 G GCMMCIHCHA <F2MMCHA QCNB NB? , CPCHA 7 ;N?LG6 CH NB? #2F?<L;NCIH
"0C0>? OH>?Lt )>2 M OIL #?2F2<L :NCHANB? 3?2 ;MIH 10 #L2:NCIH ;H> 7 :SMNI . CP? IONNB?
3SG<If

910 =;H ;MI =IHMC>?L ; =L?;NCP? GIG?HN 10 F; G?HN QB?H S10 <LCHA PCMO ;F (G ; A?M 1L
?R;GJF?M 10NB? N?; LM 10 =L?;NCIHL : :

OILNCIHM 1@ NB? M?LPC=? L?;> <S IH? J?LMIH SILF?;>?LT ;L? CH L?ACF; L@IHN}—IHAL'?A NCIH;F
E2MI THM?2M ;L? CH <IF>t

3=LCINOL? J;Mi; A2M ;L2 N;E?H BLIG NB? = 2Q 27PUN?> 3N; H>;L> 62LMCIH 53> %>0iCIH
§. 2365%Tt :

7?EI1G? ;H> 1J?HEAQIL>
7?2 BIF> 10L JL;S?L M?LRC=2M1>;S ;M J; LN 1@ NB? ?2=0G?HC=;F 3?;MIH 10 #L?;NCIHt ; N2;MIH -
10 JL;S?L gH> ;=\CIH@IL 10L=1GG IH BIG? NB;NN;E2M JF;=? 2P2LS S?;LELIG 3?IN?G<?L .
ENI Z=N1<?L & 4B? \B?G? @ILNB? 32;MIH 1 #L2;NCIH NBCM S?2;L (MO CPCHA7 N?L4S QBC=B (M
: N;E?H GLIG %T')EC?F eGlG H>Egt :

i

4 14
fol



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WeWEjt_WxyS6Ed5qD8tnRIahSMJ5SUmi/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WeWEjt_WxyS6Ed5qD8tnRIahSMJ5SUmi/view?usp=drive_link

#;FFNT QILMBCI
,?:>?LN)H NB? <?ACHHCHA NB? 3JCLCN 16 = 1> BIP2L?2> IP?LNB? Q;N2LME TH> = 1> =;FF?>
NB?G ATI>L
TFENEI G2 (IFS 3JCLON ;H> =F2; HM2 NB? Q; N?LME
,2;>?2LNAB? JLIJB2VM; Q ; LCP?L GFIQCHA LI G NB? 4?2G IFt
;H> QB?L?P?L NB? LCP?L GF1Q?>t ?P?LSNBCHA FCP?>L
VEENEEL G2 CIFS 3JCLON ;H> L?H?QNB? §;=? 18 NB? %;LNBL
,2;>?LN2MOM =LC?> 10M0, 2N ;HSTH? QB CMNBCLINS =1G? NI G?N Z0N 16 NB? <?FC?P2LiM
B?;LNMB;FF GF1Q LCP?LM 10 FCPCHA Q;N?LiS
FEENE 1 G2t CIFS 3JCLCN ; H> B?;F SIOL J?1JF2k

4B ; HEMACPCHA @IL NB? "7 ;N?LM

TFGCABNS ;H> ?P?L FCPCHA = 1>t Q? NB;HE SIO @IL SIOL FIP? CH ;FF =L?;NCIHt ; H> ?2MJ?=C;FFS
@IL STOL ACGN 10 Q;N?L NI MOMN;CH ;H> =F?;HM? ;FF FCG?L#BLCNMN CM NB? FCPCHA Q;N?Lt =F?; HMCHAt
L?0L?MBCHAt ;H> G ;ECHA ;FF NBCHAM H?QE31 H1Q Q? 100?L 10L NB;HEM @IL NB? Q ;N?LMNB ; N
<LCHA <?;ONS NI ;FFNB ;N Q? ?HDISt NB? QCF> JF; =Mt NB? <OMBt NB? G I OHN; CHME.= 1 5 MN ; H> NB?
M?;£77? ACP? NB; HEM ;H> JL;CM2 GL ;FF AL T>F; HSMEGILNB2NL??M ;H> J; MNOL?ME @IL 10L
JF?HNCAOF =L 1Mt ;H> @1L NB? FCPCHA Q;N?L NB ;N KO?H=B?M\B?GL

Y <OHL=<>JGE F?M;9F GL=9JG9 ,8 .J9Q=] GGCZ

72 JL;CM2 SO @IL ACPCHA OM FCa2 NBLIOAB Q:;N?Lt ;H> BIL ;FF Q;N?LM ?P2LSQB?L?L.7?
MI?=C;FFS IL;(M? ST1O GILNB? Q;N?LM QB 1 MOMN;CH OMCH NBCM J ;LN 18 10L=1GGIH BIG?L
&=J=06; 9 :6<A=K G> 09L=J E9Q := FOE=<S9K H=GH)= >JGE <A»=J=FL ;@MJ;@=K GJ 9J=9K :JAF? 9
:GLLD= G> O9L=J YONGA<AF? HOOKLA;Z >JGE L@=A) ;GFL=PL YIAN=JSG;=9FD9C=7 9F< HGMJ AL AFLG L@=
2 9HLAKE 9D >GFL GJ : GODF ' :

72 AP? SIONB;HEM / = 1>t Q1L CH NB? <?ACHHCHA S10 =L?;N?> OMCH SIOL (G ;A? ;H>
JF;=?>0MCH ; Q?FFRQ;N?L?> A;L>?HE)H NB? >2M2LM S10 JLIGM?> J 1 IFM-1E Q;N?L GIL NB?
J;L=B?>t ;H>SI10 A;P? SIOL J?1JF? Q;N?L LIG NB? LISEL7B?H Q? >(> HINEHIQ \B?
Q;StSIOM?HNNB? ® 11> 3B?JIB?L> NI F?;> OMNI MNCFF Q;N?LME ENNB? =LINME ST10 Q;MB?> OM
IL1G *?MOM) Q1OH>?> MC>?+ ;H> IH NBCM >; St SIONBIQ?L OM ;A;CH QUNB NB? Q;N?L 14 FCA?L
910 <;\B? OMCH STOL @NLACP?H2MW AL; =24 ;H>FIP?L9 10 M;NCMES ;FF QB I NBCLMM ; H> ACP? OM
NB? FCG? THFS S10 =;H ACP?L
Y <OHL=<>JGE D) 1J-9LAGF. 1AF?KSHNOF?=DA; 90 *ML@=JOF 1@MJ;@ AF. E=JA;97 {0
"ONQ? F; G?HNNB ;N Q? B;P2-H?AF2=N?> NBOM ACGM 3 H>N;E?H NB? Q;N?LM G ILAL; HN?>E

4 14
fol




» 2 G7HN
, » G?HNCHA CM ; J;MMCIH ;N? 2RIL?MMCIH 1O MILLIQ IL ALC?@n; MIHAt BSGH IL J1?2G 1
G IOLHCHANT 2RIL?2VM MILLIQY G IOLHCHA IL L?AL?N ;FIO>ANT L2AL?N MNL I HAFSEZ@N?H MCHM
;L2 =1HO?2MM?> CH NB? JFOL;F ;M ; MCAH NB ;M ?P?H (0 Q? J?LMIH;FFS B;P? HIN =1 GGW?>
?;=B MCHt 10L MIOFM ;L? <IOH>0J 1H? QCN\B NB? INB?LL4B? L?MJ I HM? CH NBCM M?LPC="?
CMK); MB ; GHOit QB(=B G?;HM CH (?<L?Q (Q? B;P? ;FF <??H AOCFNSit
*20<=J§
Z2FI1EOJIH SIOL Q;N?LMt /Z =151 ;H> Q? ALC?P?N
2(P?LM LOH JIFFON?>E.
/=?;HM=BI1E? QB JF; M=t
— ;LCH? FCA? >CM; JJ? ;LM L1 G Q;LGCHA M? ;ML
#IL;FL?220M 0;>? ;H> @CMB?LC?M =1FF; IM?L
1FENIMB ; GHO $Q7? B;P? ;FF <??H AOCRNST
*29<=J§
4B? M2 M LCM? ; H> MQ;FFIQ =1 ; MNME
SNILGMALIQ MNLIHA?LE
&FI >0 >?MNLES BIG2ME
SLIOABN =L ; =EMNB? %;LNB ;H> =BCF>L?H NBCLIM
IFFNINB ; GHO 3Q? B;P? ;FF <??H AOCFNST
YH=FO>? INB?L F; G?H\M L?0?LLCHA NI NB? CGJ ;=M IH Q;N?L GL1G SIOL 1QH =1HN?RNL
*20<=J§
77? =1HI?UMNB ;N Q? B;P? HINAO;L>?> S10L Q;N?LME
7? B;P? =1HMOG?> Q;N?L QCNB 1ON L2MNL ; CHNE
7?7 B;P? JIFFON?> QB;NSIO =;FF?> Al I>L
772 B;P? AILAIW?H NB ;NNB? LCP2L 10 FCG? gFIQM LI G SI0L NBLIH’?LIFFI\&ILACP’7 oM Z = 1>t
$O_LCHA ; BSGH 10F; G?HN ; =L?2;NP? GIG?HN G ;S N;E? JF;=? SMOAA2MNCIHMNR <LCHA 0J
JBINIM 1L JC=NOL?M >L; QH <S =B(F>L?H 1§ JIFFON?> Q;N?LR IL ; FONOLAC=;F >;H=?R ; MCF?HN
JLINZMME 2N=HT ¥ <IQF NI L28F2=N NB? M;FNS N2 LM 18 =L2;NCIH ;H> BOLNCHA BOG ; HCNSE
1<MIFONCIH
" 1>iM G?L=S (F1 QM FCE? FCPCHA Q;N?LLAB? FIP? 10 = 1>t C(H=;LH;N? CH *?MOM QBI MITE? NI
NLEO<F?> Q;N?LM @ILACP?M OM ;H> =;FGM 10L B2;LAMMI NB ; NDOMNC=? G ;S @FIQ NI ;FFNB? >LS
JF;=2MCH 0L FCP?MEL)HNB? H; G2 10 #BLIW G ; SNBCM AL;=?L?? OMNI QIFF1Q ;H> JLI=F;(G
NB? Al 1> H?QM 10 NB? B?;FCHA 10 ;FF =L?;NCIHE
1FFNT G?HL

4 14
fol




44 '7QBIF’>% LN
CNB Q’? NS

it




3=LCINOL? 27;>CHAM

&CLMN 27 ; >CHAN %T?EC2F éGIGEe
$4B? 37;MIH 18 #L?;NCIH 4B?G? N?2RN\T

3Q;LGH 18 FPCHA =L?;NOL?M QCFF FCP? QB?L?P?L NB? LCP?L GFIQME 4B2L? QUF <? F;LA?
HOG<?LM 18 8CMBt <?=;0M? NBOM Q;N?L GFIQMNB2L? ;H> G;E?M B2 M;FN Q;N2L BL2MBAMI QB?2L?
NB? LCP?L 8F1 QM ?P?LSNBCHA QUFF FCP? thtt

&LOCN NL?2M 10 ;FF ECH>M QCFF ALIQ TH <INB <;HEM 18 NB? LCP2LEAB2CL F2;P2M QCFF HIN QUNB2LE
HIL QUFF NB?CL ALOCN @3CFE%P?LS G IHNB NB?S QUFF <?;L BLOOM <?=;0M? NB? Q;N?L GLIG NB?
M3 H=NO;LS GFIQM kI NB?GHAB2CL JLON QCFF M2LP? BIL 811> ;H> NB2CL F2;P2M B1L B?;FCHAL

*20<=J§ —;SNB? 7 IL>} ;MFCPCHA Q;N2Lt
G;E? ?P?LSNBCHA FCP2t

32=1H> 22;>(HAN 22P2F; \CTH eelRRG
§/L ;HINB?L 18 S10L =B IMCHAT

4B?H \B? ;HA?F MBIQ?> G? \B? LCP?L 18 NB? Q;N?L 10 FC@?t <LCABN ;M =LSMN;F GFIQCHA GLIG
NB? NBLIH? 10 = 1> ;H> 10\B? , ; G NBLIOAB NB? GC>>F? 1§ NB? MNL??N 18 NB? =CNSt./H 20NB?L
MC>? 1@ NB? LCP?L CM NB? NL?? 1@ FCO? QCNB CNM NQ?FP? ECH>M 1@ GLOCM JLI>0=CHA C\M @LOCN ?;=B
GIH\Bt ;H>NB? F?;P?M 1@ NB? NL?? ;L? @IL NB? B?;FCHA 16 NB? H;NCIHME - INBCHA ;==0LM?>
QCFF <? @10H>NB?L? ;HS GIL?L""ONNB? NBLIH? 18 = 1> ;H> 16NB? , ; G< QCFF <? (H (M ;H> BCM
M?LP;HWM QCFF QILMBCI BCGnN NB?S QCFF M?? BCM @;=?t ;H> BOM H;G? QCFF <? IH NB?CL
@IL?B?;>Me TH> NB?L? QUFF <? HI GIL? HCABNNNB?S H??> HI FCABN 10 F; GJ IL MOHt GIL NB?
SAE> 1> QUFF <? NB?CL FCABM ;H> NB?S QCFF L?CAH @IL?P?L ;H> ?P?Lt TH> B? M;C> NI
G204B2M? QIL>M ;L? NLOMQILNBS ;H> NLO?t §IL NB? , IL>t NB? =1> 1§ NB? MJICLOW 16 NB?
_JL]JB?NM* B ;M M?HN BOM ; HAF NI MBIQ BCM M?LP ; H\WM QB ;N GOMN METHAN;E? JF; =210 03274) ;G
=1 GCHA MITHp "'F2WN2> (M NB? IH?2 QB I E?2JMNB? QIL>H 16NB? JL1JIB?=S 10 NBIM <1 1ES

*29<=J§ —;SNB? 7 IL>} ;M FCPCHA Q;N?Lt
) G ;E? ?P?LSNBCHA FCP?¢
1 =[2:\CIH NB?G?> MIHAYBSGH 1L TFF?FOC; <?@1L?2 NB2 L?2;>CHA 16 NB? = INJ?FL

L
w

4 14
fol




Bt o .|H? Bl iif
" N}O,m

= :ul,




/00?LCHA OL; S?L

910 GCABNFCE? NI =1FF?=N ;H 186?LCHA 10 G 1H?St MCAHM IL CHN?HNCEHM @IL ; J;LNC=OF;L JLID?=N
IL GCHCMNLS NB ;N = EHNLC<ON?MNT ?=TFFAC=;F L?MNILSNCIHE DL 5H ;MI?=N 10 =FCG ;N? DOMNC=" NB ; N
(M G?;HCHAGOF @ 1L STOL =IHN?RNE
1 #L2;0C1HRNB?G 2> BSGH IL MIHA =;H <? (H=FO>?> >0LCHA NB? =1FF2=\CIH 1§ NB? 108?LCHAL
" 1>t QBIN? 3JCLN G IP?> IP?LNB? >??IN7Z 2 NB;HE S10 ¢1L NB2 ACGN 18 Q;N2L S NB? Q;N?LM
IHNB? %;L\NBt ;H> OH>?L NB? %;LNBt NB? Q;N?LM ;<IP? OMt ; H> QCNBCH OMEL— ; E? OM GCH>{OF
10NB? =;L? 18 ;FFNB? JF; H2NM Q ;N?LMt NB ;N CN G ; S LC=BFS MOMN; CH FC@? @IL OM ; H> @IL NBINM?
QBI =1G? ;(N?L OML ¥ ==2JNNB?? GCLMN GLOCNM Q7 100?L B?L?L""F?MM ; H> GORCIFS NB?M? ACGNM NI
10L HOLNOL? ;H>NB? =;L? 10 SIOL =L?;NCIHAGIL NB? M;E? 16 SIOL 31Ht 10L 3;PCIL *?MOM
#BLCMNE
SYFF#L?;NCIH 3CHAME TOAM<OLA & ILNL?MMt eeedT

JHN?L=?MMILS OL ; S?LM

0=9<=JN" 1> 18 FCPCHA Q;N2LI NI>38.Q? JL:S G1L 3 QIOH>?> QILF> QB?L? Q:N7LN ;L7
2RIFICN?>H JIFFON?>H ; H> QUBB2F>E
30:0M7T
0-9<=JN7 2. JL:S G1L JF==2M QB2L2 JF:MIC=Mk NIRCHI 5 H> 1CF NICERM <F;=E7H =L22EM :H>
Q2NF; H>Ht Q1L =1 GGOHIC?M QB IN? ACMBCHA Q:N2LM ;L? =IHN; GCH ;N2> ;H> QB I1? =B(F>L?H
SLCHE BLIG JIFFON?> MIL? ; Gt
$0;0M? O1L I2VNCHHME H ; GCHA FIl=;F =L22EM Q20F; H>M 1L =1HN; GCH ;N2> JF; =20
(?:F QBN B:M <?2H JICHIH?>L""LCHA DOMIC=? QB2L? JL 140N B ;M MCF?H=2> NLONBL
00§ 7ZB2L? Q;N?L GF1QM: , IL>HF2N 2P2LSNBCHA FCP2t NL22M Q1L 61 1> ;H> F2:P2M §1L B2 FCHAL

0-9<=J§ 7? JL;SOIL ;FF LCP?LM >; GG ?> QCNB 10N NB? =IHM?HN 10 NB? PéFH?L;<F?ﬁ@IL

@';I:G?LM QBIM? MICF >LC?M M2 ;MEH;F GF1 1>n@ L CH>CA?HIOM J?1.JF?M QB IM? M;=L?> Q;N?LM ;L?

2HACH?2L?> BIL >CHN; HN =0KC2M 3 H> >;N; =?HN?LMAGIL NB? HOBA?LCHA 16 =1 G GOHNC?! QBIM?
FOP?FEBII>N ;L? MNEF?H <S =ILITL;N? AL??>t ;H> QBIM? B?;FNB (M M;=LCGC=2> 1L AFI<;F

_ = ITHMO G INCHHE
SO;OM? @IL I?NCNCEHM H; GCHA FI=;F LCP?LME @5 LGF;H>M s H> ;00?7=N?> J? FIFM]
&L?? QB;N B ;M <??H OHIOMNFS =THNL IFF?>E , 2N LCP?LM GF1Q ;A ;CH QCUNB >CAHCNS. ; H> FCA7

DS 7 B?L? Q;N?L GFIQMt , I1L>t F2N ?P?LSNBCHA FCP24 NL?2MGIL @1 1> ;H>F?;P?M @IL B? ; FCHAL
_ 0=9<=J§ 72 JL;S 01L 1=2;HMl <OL>?H?> <S JF;MC= ;H> =B?G(=;F Q;MN?AGIL =1L ;F L?26M
<F2;=B?> <S Q;LGCHA M2 ;MAGTLAL? ;N QB ;F2M H; PCA; NCHA NBLIOAB F; <SLCHNBM 18 HSFIH ;H>
ABIMN H?WR@IL NB? GC=LIM=1JC=FC@2t NB? JF; HENIH ;H> NB? ELCFFH HIQ GCHAFCHA QUNB NB?
" CHPONC<F? >OM I@ MSHNB?NC= Qs MV?A@IL NB? LCP?LMNB ;N =;LLS 10L LOH1( S NB? ?LNCFCT 2L NB'7 :
>S2M ;H> NB2B?2;PS G?\; FME o e




SO;OM? @IL I?NCNCRHM H; GCHA H? ;L2MN 1=2; HM ;H> NBIM? ;LIOH> NB? AF1<?]

AOLH 10L AOCFN CHNI AL;=2 zH> 10L ;J;NBS CHNI ;=\CIHE— ;E? OM ; J21.JF? QBI FCP? DOMNFS
-H> <LCHA B2;FCHA NI 2P?LS MBIL? ;H> MIL?; GL
VEENZB2L? Q;N2L GFIQM , IL>H F2N 2P2LSNBCHA FCP24 NL22M BIL 01 1> ;H> F2: P20 G1L B?;FCHAL
22:>2LN72 JL;S 81L =1 GGOHCIC?M QB2L? LOCHA 1?2 ;M =F:0G =1 GGOHMNC2M ;H> 3 H=?ML:F
FzH>M QB?L? M3FNQ ;N?L CHP; >?M BL2WBQ ;N2L Q2FFME QB2L? AL;P2M :L? Q:MB?> ;Q:S QU\B
G?GILS ;H> <?FIHACHARZIL NBIN? QB B;P? =IHILC<ON?> F2:MNNT =FCG :N? =B ; HA?} S20
MOGA?L GCLMN ; H> G 1M

SO ; OM? @ 1L J2NCNCHHMT

CIF>NB?G CH >CAHCNS ; H> MNL?HANB?H AFI<;FL2MIFP? @IL DOMNC="L
VFENZB2L? Q;N?L GFIQM , IL>t F2N 2P2LSNBCHA FCP24 NL22M Q1L 01 1> ;H> F?;P2M §1L B?;FCHAL
2?;>?LN7? JL;S Q1L CHIILG ;F MPWF2G?HNM ;H> LOL ;F PCFF; A2M QB2L2 N; IM LOH >LS 1L Q;N?L
CM OHM;@? NI >LCHER@IL =BCF>L?H Q;FECHA GCF2M NI =1FF?2=N Q;N?L IL Q1 G?H <OL>?H?> <S
M=;L=CNSAGIL NB IM? QB IM? MC=EH?MM (M =; OM?> <S =1 HN; GCH ;N2> MOJJFSL

SO; OM? @ 1L I?NCNCHHMT

772 JL;SAILNBIM? QBIM? FCP2M ;L2 =FIM?FS CHN?LNQCH?> QCNB Q;N2L R =1 ;MN;F J? 1 JF2M
ACMB?LAIFEF G ;LCH? <CIFTACMNME Q ;N2L PHACH?2LM R QBI =;H N? ;=B OM QCM? Q;SM NI FCP? QU\NB
Q:N?2LL7?2 JL;SAIL J?1IF?2 NI <? GIP?> N1 ;=NCIH ;H> OM? NB2CL CHB?L?HN 1L ?HNLONN?>
JIQ?LNI =L?;N? =B ; HA?L3NCL AIP?LHG?H\WME =ILIIL;NCEHME ;H> =1 G GOHCNC?M NT JLIN?=N
sH>MB;L? Q;N?2L DOMNFSE

!FFISI?B?L? Q;N?L GFIQME , IL>1 F2N 2P2LSNBCHA FCP24 NL22M gIL@nt> ;H> F?;P?M GIL B?;FCHAL
S—2NBI>CM #BOL=B 13 310NB?LH 10LC=;T

,25>?LNETHP?LN 10L B2 LWt Z = I>L
7B2L? Q2 B;P? NL?2;N?> Q;N2L ;M ; =IGGI>(NSHN?;=B OMNI L?2=2CP2 (N ;M ; M;=L?> ACIME
7B?L? Q? B;P? =1HMOG?> QUNB 10l NB I OABM N?;=B OM MCG JFC=(NSt.
7B2L2 Q? B;P? OM?> Q;N?L QCNB 10N L?2P2L2H=t N2 ;=B OM NI JLIN?=N CN ;M ; ACGN 2HNLOMN?> N1
2P?LS A?H?L;NCIH ;H> BIHIOL Q;N2L ;M 5 MIOL=2 10.FC8? OIL ;FFE

7B2L? Q? B;P? <??H MCF?HN ; H> NIF2L; HN 10 CHOOMNC=? G ;E? OM =10L; A? 1OM JLIN?=NILM 1§

~ LCP2LM >202H52L0 1GM2; M sH> = 1GJ; HCIHMNE NBIM? QB HOGE2L Q2L CHIOMNG=2 OHNCE
DOMNC=? ;H> G2L=S @FI QM FCE? NB? LCP?L 16 FC32k -

: !_FFN78?L'.5 Q;N2L GFIQME , IL>FF2N 2P2LSNBCHA FCP24 NL?2M GIL @1 1> ;H>F2;P2M AL B?;FOHAL: ;J.‘ '




TEN?LH ;NCP? IL ;>>CNCIH;F JL; S?L
910 QBI BIF> ;FF 10 =L?;NCIH CH SIOL Q1 G< ;H> MJLCHA OM @ILQ;L> IHNI NB? %;LNB ;N <CLNBL
3JCLCN 1G 4C>?Mk L?GCH> OM 10 NB? LCM? ; H> @5FF 10 SIOL LBSNBGMMI NB;N) G ;S >MM=IP?L\B?G
>??J QUBCH GS 1QH <?CHAL3JCLON 10 = L22HH?MW <LCHA G ICMNH?MM ; H> PCAIOL NI GS FC@? M1
NB;N ) GCABNM;PIOLNB? ?RI?LC?H=7 1§ SIOL ?H?LAS G IPCHA NBLIOAB G? 10N CHNI NB? QILF>L

"'F2MMCHAM 18 Q N?L <? OJIH G2L

—:S1Q?T <? =:LLC?> <S NB? 6F1Q 13 NB? AL?; N LCP2L 10 Foak
— ;S tQ?T >W=1P?L ; Be>>?H HILCHA QUNBCHH AOMBCHA BILNBE.
— 1S 1Q?T <? =;LLC?> NI NB? MBIL?M 10NB? M;=L?> ;H> L2H?Q?>E
SALCHONS Q;FF MNL22 , 2HN?H L28F2=NC 1 HM
<:M?> TH 31 (CF>?A;L>? 10 “"CHA?HT

DN G?HL

4B? , 1L>IMOL;S2L
,23>2LN, 20 OM JL;S NIA?NB?L CHNB2:Q ;S #BLOMN N; OABN Ol 2;=B CH B2 F;HAO; A? 16 10L
B?;LWN

"'E2MMCHA 10NB? 7 ;N?LM
AB? QILMBCI F2:>2LM ;H>H 00 ; JILIILC;N?H NB? = IHAL2ANCIHE JLE=22> N1 NB? 0 1HN CHNI
QB(=B B? Q;N?LM B;P? <??H J10L?>L4B? <F2MICHA N?RWM G 1S <? MB;L?> <S B? F2;>2LN
JL2M2HM s==1L>CHA NI FI=;F =OMIGL
CIFS ALCHONSH NL; HW=?H>?HN CH 2MM?H=2+ AT 1>H2MM ;H> >CPCHCIS NB? 1FGCABNS QB 1 Q:N=B2M
IP2L SFFA#L2:NIL 18 3FF <2CHAM NB? , CABI NB ;N 2HFCABN?HM 2P?2LS <?CHA NB ;N =1 G2M CHNI NB?
QILF>t

77AFILC@S 910t — ;ML ;H> , IP?L 10 =L?;\CIHE 72 AFILCAS Q1O #L2;NIL ;H> &;MBCIH?L 18

sFFE7 2 AFILCOS 910t THFSE<?ANN?H 31H 10 = 1>
/|-| NB? >:S 10 SIOL <: NG CH B? *1L>: Hi NB? AL:=? 13182 CIFS 3JCLON >?M=2H>?> 1H NB?
: Q;N2LM CH NB? FCE?H2MM 16 ; >1P?L -
AB? NOH MBCH?M 3 H> NB? QILF> Ol FCABN?> <S NB? FCABN 19 iB? , IL>E4B? G 11H MBCH?M QUIB
: NB? QILF> CH O <?; GME -
AB? MBCHCHA MN; LM ;> 1LH NB? OHCP?LM?"QCNB NB2CL L;>C;H=2t
4B? =F10>M §L1G B?;P?H HIOLNB NB? % LNB QUNB MB 1Q?2LH 16 DOMC=£4B? Q:N?LH 16 NB?
*|L>3H ;L2 =B;HA?> NI B?;FHA <S NB2 JL2M2H=? 10 \B? , I1L>t
4B? QBIF? =L?;\NCIH O Q;N2L2> <S GSMIC=;F MNL? ; GME
S IB? KABN 18 NB2 701>1G 1§ = 1>t Q? B3P? <??H (FFOGIH; I?>L
4B? QBIF? =L2;C1H O FCABN?> LI G 1H BCABE !
~ 4B?F;H> ;H>NB? Hi2; NB;L? NB2 DIS 18 §B? QULF>H ;H>NB? QILF> O G0FF2> QUNB L2DIC=CHAL
1910 ;L2 "L2; M , 1>} ;H> QIH>LION ;L2 910L QILEN: ,

14
fol




B "FILSNI 910+
IBCHAM CH

’t 2
B7 AL; lf>>'>GJNC|H+ NB? <E2MVCHA 16
| 5 P’>CN B?: FCHA M sH> <1507

7N’?L@IL ? B?;FH




%

QILE Q1L NL;HUBILGS HLYH> G S

JCLOM E??J







	RESOURCE GUIDE
	PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Welcome from the Season of Creation Ecumenical Steering Committee Members!

	WELCOME TO THE  SEASON OF CREATION!
	WELCOME FROM THE PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES
	Warm Pacific greetings in the name of Jesus Christ.

	DO KAMO LENS
	GROUNDING PRAYER
	A Pacific Prayer for the Moana - Archbishop Emeritus Winston Halapua

	INTRODUCTION
	Our symbol for 2026 - Immersion in Living Water - is a symbol of renewal and birth: water flowing from the Temple as a sign of God’s caring and healing for us. We are called to step into the water, until we are so deep that we must depend on God’s grace to sustain us. Those who receive this water are invited to become sources of life for others, allowing God’s love to flow through them into the world. And thus the water of God will become in us “a spring of water welling up to eternal life”, as Jesus promised (John 4:13).
	The symbol pictures water flowing from the Temple of God - at first a tiny stream which grows deeper and deeper and as it does so it brings life to dead areas and restores fertility to damaged or barren ecosystems. Through living water comes healing, but in order to receive new life we too must step into the water and also become part of God’s river of life, taking part in the healing of creation. The symbol invites Christians to a spiritual immersion - praying together while contemplating water from rivers, sources, fountains, baptismal fonts, lakes and sea, inspired by the Spirit of God, working together for the renewal of Creation.
	This Symbol also urges us to dive into the “tears” of creation (Romans 8:22-23), by allowing our hearts to be touched by the suffering of our siblings. Indeed, the Season of Creation is also an appropriate time for solidarity with the vulnerable and the poor, chiefly those who suffer from environmental degradation. We can learn from their stories, from their resilience, from their commitment, and together keep hope alive.
	How have our ancestors been in relationship to water? Focus Scripture: Ezekiel 47:1-2
	Theological and Scriptural Background for Teachers/ Leaders
	Immersion in Living Water : Repentance and Healing
	SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Materials Needed:
	Introduction:

	Activity:
	YOUTH AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Theme: The Waters of History: How have our ancestors been in relationship to Water?
	Scripture: “Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there water was flowing from below the entryway of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east), and the water was flowing down from below the south side of the temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east, and the water was trickling out on the south side.” Ezekiel 47:1-2
	Season of Creation 2026 SUP against Single-Use Plastics and Ecocide

	Their paddling reflects years of advocacy, paddling, and ocean health concern within the Suva SUP community. On land, a community awareness team will travel by road to engage the vanua, churches, schools, youth, women’s groups, and local communities through talanoa, awareness sessions, biodiversity education, and public action.
	This programme will help communities engage with  • Care for Creation as biodiversity protection, not only as a general environmental concern. • Living Waters as a theme that holds together oceans, rivers, catchments, wetlands, mangroves, reefs, and sea.  • Single-use plastics and other forms of marine and ocean pollution that threaten ecosystems, livelihoods, and community wellbeing.  • The insights of LMMA and CMMA stewardship as local expressions of ecological custodianship.  • Vanua-based relationships with place, especially where water, identity, memory, and responsibility are closely held together.
	As a shared witness, this Eco-Pilgrimage offers a visible and hopeful way to connect biblical faith, biodiversity protection, and community responsibility during the Season of Creation.
	It invites churches and environmental partners alike to stand together for living waters: for rivers as well as oceans, for mangroves as well as reefs, for communities as well as species, and for a future in which faith is expressed not only in words, but in ecological custodianship.  We invite PCC members and partners to walk with this journey through prayer, participation, hosting, accompaniment, and practical support.
	Each week Rev. Bhagwan will share a reflection from his journey based on the theme for the week. Click here to access this reflection for week 1, The Waters of History.
	Discussion/Talanoa Questions
	Group Activity for Youth:
	Composting Activity Link - Click Here
	Key Aspects of Riparian Areas
	Prayer:  O God of life, You who cause the living waters to gush forth, as in the vision of the Prophet Ezekiel, we thank you for the ocean that surrounds us. Thank you for the waters of the Pacific, which feed our families, sustain our communities, and sustain life in all its richness. Teach us to respect these waters, to protect them with wisdom and humility, so that they may remain a source of blessing for generations to come. When challenges worry us, remind us that, like the river of Ezekiel, your grace can renew, heal and give life. Make us faithful guardians of your creation, attentive to the needs of our land and sea. May our lives be like these living waters, bringing peace, justice and hope around us. Amen.
	Pasteur PADOME Paul President of the Protestant Church of Kanaky New Caledonia
	For the week ahead:
	Campaign for Riparian (river banks and wetlands) Protection & eco-system restoration Take some time to think about how you and/or your church can protect riparian zones. Can your church participate in tree planting/growing or engage with local and national governments to create policies to stop water pollution?
	How do we see God in our waters? Focus Scripture: Ezekiel 47:3-6a
	Theological and Scriptural Background for Teachers/ Leaders
	Theological Overview: Ezekiel 47:1-12
	From Sacrifice in the Temple towards God’s Water of Life
	SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Lesson Topic: The Waters of God- How do we see God in our waters?
	Materials Needed:

	Water Basin  (place an object that symbolized God next to basin before the lesson)
	Today our church school lesson is called “Waters of God.” Let’s look at our basin of water. Do you notice anything new next to our basin?
	(talk about the item or items you’ve chosen to include)
	We will talk about how we see God in water and why Jesus referred to God’s holy presence as Living Water.
	Story and Biblical Connections:      In the Gospel of Matthew, we read many important stories about Jesus and the people he knew. We will look at a story from chapter 3 that describes when Jesus was baptized by a man named John.
	Did you know that John the Baptizer and Jesus were related? That’s right. Jesus’ mother, Mary, and John’s mother, Elizabeth, were cousins. That means Jesus and John were part of the same family.  Now John was a wild looking man who lived in the wilderness. He wore camel hair clothing, with a belt around his waist, and ate locusts and honey. People visited John to hear him teach about God and to be baptized by him in the Jordan River. Do you know anyone who has been baptized?
	One day, Jesus visited John and asked to be baptized in the river. At first, John didn’t want to do it because he didn’t feel worthy. He thought Jesus should baptize him instead. But John eventually agreed and baptized Jesus in the waters of the Jordan.   Do you know what happened when Jesus came out of the water? The Spirit of God came down upon him like a dove, and a voice from the heavens announced “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).
	God was and is present in the waters of baptism. We recognize that at the baptismal fonts in our church sanctuaries and all bodies of water-rivers, lakes, lagoons and oceans-where people are baptized in the name of our triune God. But God isn’t just present in the waters of our church buildings and worship services.
	We see God in all the waters of creation. The Spirit of God, called Ruach in Hebrew, hovered over the waters of creation and brought forth all life (Gen. 1). We still see God in the waters that help our crops and food grow, in which fish and mammals live, that flow from springs and rivers. Sometimes that water rises from the heights of our lands, the hills and mountains, and journeys down to the sea. Yet it comes from deep within the earth. God is like that too. God is present in the depths of the earth; God rises out of the darkness and ascends toward the light.
	Activity: Hearts of Living Water
	YOUTH AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Theme: The Waters of God: How do we see God in our waters?
	Discussion/ Talanoa Questions
	Group Activity for Youth:

	Link to Compost lesson
	Group Activity for Adults:   Though God’s abundance is highlighted through the words of Ezekiel, we know that we, as humans, have not always followed through in making water available equally to all. As you hold Ezekiel’s vision of abundance in your hearts and minds, research/ think about/ discuss how people get clean, safe drinking water in your area.
	Where does it come from?
	Who is tasked with getting it?
	Is it available for everyone?
	How can we, as people of faith, respond to Ezekiel’s vision in our own contexts, creating avenues for everyone to access water?
	Advocacy for Safe, Affordable Water Access
	Consider organizing a Sunday of Reflection on Water Inequality (sermon/prayers with a discussion forum after church).
	The Discussion Forum could incorporate testimonies from:
	Women spending long hours fetching water
	Schools lacking reliable water
	Elderly and persons with disabilities
	Water officials departments
	NGOs, fishermen, farmers, women’s groups
	Youth climate activists
	Discussions could revolve around;
	Inequality in water access
	Impacts of pollution
	Over-extraction from rivers and aquifers (including underground water)
	Climate-related droughts and floods
	Gendered burdens of water scarcity
	Biblical Resources on Water Justice
	Prayer:
	Activities for the week ahead:
	How do our waters provide life and sustenance? Focus Scripture: Ezekiel 47:6b-9
	Theological and Scriptural Background for Teachers/ Leaders
	An Ecological Reading of Ezekiel 47:9,12
	SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Lesson Topic: How do our waters provide life and sustenance?
	Materials Needed:

	All living things need water to survive. The plants, animals and people that live on land need fresh water to drink from springs, rivers, wells and rain.
	How many of you drank a glass of water today? Did you know that our bodies are made mostly out of water? Our bodies use water in our cells. Water transports oxygen and nutrients to our organs and muscles through blood, it flushes out waste, and helps us maintain our temperature. Have you ever sweat on a hot, humid day? That’s water cooling us down. That’s why human beings need to drink lots of water.
	Plants and animals that live in our rivers and oceans depend upon the water as well. There are so many different types of mammals, fish, and plants. All throughout the Pacific and around the world, God’s creation depends upon healthy, clean fresh and salt water.
	The prophet Ezekiel shared a vision about a river of living water, fresh water, that flows into a sea of salt water (Ezek. 47:9). Most animals and plants can only live in either fresh water or salt water, not both. But have you heard about Mana or mud lobsters? You can find them in many places, including Fiji.  Mud lobsters live in coastal wetlands, mangrove swamps, and estuaries where fresh water rivers mix with salt water sea. Maybe you have put on your high boots and walked through the mud, setting traps, and pulled those lobsters from the mucky, wet ground. They are a source of food and income for many people.
	Think about where you live. What animals and plants are found in the rivers, lakes and seas? Let’s make a list.
	Activity:   Let’s add some of the animals and plants we’ve named around our Basin. We’ll need to create them. Your job is to draw and cut out pictures of the animals and/or plants you’d like to see at our Basin.
	(When students have completed their pictures, they can share with the group and place their picture by the water.)
	My Prayer:   Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for your love in all creation, and especially for your gift of water that sustains and nourishes all life. We are grateful for the waters that bring beauty to all that we enjoy, the wild places, the bush, the mountains, coast and the sea. We give you thanks and praise for the ways in which you, as Living Water, support and care for us. Help us to remember that in every moment of every day. Amen.
	For the Week Ahead:   Pay close attention to what lives around and within the waters of your home and community. What do you see? Make a list and talk about the importance of water with your family and friends.
	YOUTH AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Theme: Living Waters: How do our waters provide life and sustenance?
	How do these waters bring us life and sustenance?

	Pasteur PADOME Paul President of the Protestant Church of Kanaky New Caledonia
	Discussion/ Talanoa Questions:
	Compost Pit Activity Link Here
	VIA CREATIONIS
	THE GOODNESS OF LIGHT
	THE GOODNESS OF THE SKY
	THE GOODNESS OF EARTH AND SEA
	THE GOODNESS OF CELESTIAL BODIES
	THE GOODNESS OF WATER AND AIR CREATURES
	THE GOODNESS OF LAND CREATURES
	THE GOODNESS OF EVERYTHING
	Money and Greed (Wafi-Golpu Prayer)
	This is our land and our sea and our future, We won’t give in, to money and greed.
	I see people they’re rising across the big city They’re standing together and shout out so free! As they walk in the streets under banners and singing  Solwara bilong yumi I see the light in their eyes and their spirits With hope they declare that victory will be They all believe the impossible happens They know their power, over money and greed.
	I see children they’re swimming in crystal clear waters They’re happy and laughing and splashing their feet They’re going to school and they’re growing so well They have great friends and all that they need. Their parents they stand, knee deep in the water Beholding goodness in all that they see They know their battle will never be wasted The time they won, against money and greed.
	The time we won, against money and greed.
	Prayer by Emily Price
	The Wafi-Golpu copper and gold mine is planned to be located in the Morobe province of Papua New Guinea. The mine plans to dump all of its mining waste – 360 million tonnes of tailings - into the sea. This would be equivalent to more than 35,000 Eiffel Towers, which if placed end to end, would stretch further than from Auckland to Beijing.
	Planned by two Australian companies, Newcrest Mining (based in Melbourne) and Harmony Gold (Australia) Pty Ltd (based in Brisbane), the mine will run for over 28 years. These Australian companies not only want to dump the waste into the ocean less than 5km from Lae, PNG’s second biggest city, but to pipe the waste there directly through the middle of the city, under its streets, passing homes, businesses and government buildings. Lae is also prone to earthquakes and flooding.
	The people of the Huon Gulf coastline depend entirely upon the ocean for their livelihood – approximately 400,000 people in the current generation alone. Communities continue to oppose DSTP. They say, “Solwara bilong mi” (our sea). Legal actions in-country remain ongoing as at time of writing, and an international campaign continues to support the people. More information is available at nowafigolpudstp.org
	This poem, written as song lyrics, is written in the midst of the pains of the struggle - and imagines and envisions the hope for the people – a prophetic prayer for them to win.
	Activities for the Week Ahead:   Organize a pilgrimage by a river, beach or lake praying together while contemplating how the water flows and all the life that is sustained by the water. Let us remember that God speaks to us both through Scripture and through nature - if we take time to listen! (Rom 1:20).  There are beautiful passages from the Psalms that can enrich your reflection - as well as powerful poems - here is an example.  «Mother, today I sat inside the river and let the water name me, not with words, but with erosion, the slowest kind of touch. A pebble isn’t born smooth; it gets that way from staying. Once, I thought softness was a kind of failure. Now I know it is what remains after all the sharpness has been loved away. The current does not ask me to change; it asks me to stay and keep becoming.»  (From Tendrils; Ecopoetics of community and justice  published by Spiral House, 2026)
	What is happening to our waters right now?  Focus Scripture: Ezekiel 47:10-11
	Theological and Scriptural Background for Teachers/ Leaders
	Hope from Faith and Action
	SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Lesson Topic: Waters in Jeopardy- What is happening to our waters right now?
	Materials Needed:

	Water Basin  Fill the water basin with rubbish, especially single use plastic items What do you notice about our water basin today? Would you want to drink this water? Would you use it to water plants? Does it look healthy? Why not? Sometimes sources of fresh and ocean water become like the Dead Sea, where no animals or plants can survive. That happens because of the ways people misuse and abuse our water.
	Biblical Connection: Long ago, when the Holy One created the heavens and the earth, God made human beings the caretakers and guardians of all creation (Gen. 1:26). Men and women, children and youth are responsible for the health and wellbeing of the air we breathe, the land on which we live, and all the waters that provide life.   But human beings have not always acted in ways that live up to God’s call. Some people and nations forget to respect nature and our important connection to it. That is especially true of our waters.
	Deep sea mining for minerals on the ocean floors destroys marine habitat and pollutes our waters.
	Burning fossil fuels sends large amounts of carbon dioxide into the sky contributing to climate change.
	Nuclear bomb testing has poisoned the waters of the Pacific and nuclear submarines put our waters at risk.
	Companies and factories emit greenhouse gases that affect our weather.
	Many people in the world do not have access to clean drinking water because it is polluted, misused or drying up.
	These are big problems and some of them are caused in far away places.
	But there are things happening near our own homes that affect our waters. Let’s play a game to help identify the things that put our waters in danger. I’m going to read a list of actions. If you think these activities help protect water, show two thumbs up. If you think these activities may harm water, wag your index finger back and forth. (You might make this a gross motor activity by designating one corner of the room for protect and another corner for harm. Students should physically move to the corner they think represents each action you read from the list)
	Throwing a drinking bottle or can on the ground
	Reusing a plastic container
	Using more water than we need
	Bringing your own reusable bags for the items you buy at the market
	Tossing rubbish off the boat
	Pouring old car oil down the drain
	Using a plastic spoon when metal spoons are available
	Cleaning up your mess after eating outside
	Taking too many fish from our waters (overfishing)
	Activity:  Through today’s activity we will remind ourselves and others that our actions may protect or harm our waters. Let’s make signs to show people what to do and what not to do if we want to protect our waters.
	Use coloring pencils to draw a circle on paper.
	Draw a picture of something people should do (e.g. throw rubbish in the trash) or shouldn’t do (e.g. littering). If time permits, students could illustrate one of each on the front and back of the paper.
	If your picture shows something that may harm the water, draw a solid line through it to indicate DON’T.
	Invite students to share their signs with the group
	Alternatively, you may have students draw a line down the middle of the paper and label them Do and Don’t at the top. Draw or write about what actions protect and harm water.
	My Prayer:   O God whose love flows like living water, we are sorry for times we have forgotten to take care of your creation. Help us to remember that you want us to guard and protect the waters that surround us. Give us strength to change our ways and the ways of this world, so that all may enjoy life giving water. Amen.
	For the Week Ahead:  Talk about your sign with members of your family or your friends. Think about the ways in which you can protect our waters from pollution and misuse.
	YOUTH AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Ezekiel’s Vision and the Nourishing Ocean In chapter 47 of the Book of Ezekiel, the prophet receives a vision of a spring of water gushing forth from the sanctuary, from the temple itself. As this water flows, it becomes a mighty river that descends towards the Dead Sea, purifying its toxic waters. Wherever this torrent flows, life flourishes: ‘Every living creature that was dying shall live wherever the torrent flows…’ (Ezekiel 47:9) For us, as Oceanian people, this sanctuary is not a building of stone but nature itself, entrusted to us by the Creator and our Ancestors. The ocean in its natural state is Ezekiel’s river of life. It has long healed, nourished and cradled the Embryo Island. The ocean currents have provided sustenance; the trade winds have brought rain for our tarodier fields and our yam fields. The ocean and the island lived in perfect symbiosis, each enveloping the other with the tenderness of a mother carrying her child.
	Global Warming However, we have broken the taboo. Blinded by the pursuit of profit, excessive industrialisation and our disconnection from our land, we have committed the sin of neglect. The modern world has forgotten that one must not pollute one’s mother’s home – and therefore that of one’s maternal uncles[1].
	Global warming is the physical manifestation of this spiritual and ecological neglect. The ocean’s temperature is rising; the womb has a fever. The acidification of the waters is eroding our coral reefs, which are the protective skin of our embryonic island. Cyclones, growing ever more violent, are no longer the fleeting outbursts of the spirits, but the convulsions of a climate thrown out of balance by human activity. The embryo finds itself suffocating, threatened with being swallowed up by the very waters that were meant to nurture its growth.
	The salt marshes of our neglect Ezekiel’s vision, whilst bearing immense hope, contains a tragic warning that resonates with chilling clarity in our contemporary Pacific.
	In verse 11, it is written: ‘These marshes and pits shall not be reclaimed; they shall be left to the salt.’ This sentence is the sad reality of our islands today. With rising sea levels, salt water has seeped into the groundwater of our atolls and low-lying coasts. The ocean water, which once nourished our lands, now invades our traditional fields as a force of destruction. Our fertile lands, where taro and yams grow – the wealth of our culture – are gradually turning into barren salt marshes.
	[1] For Kanak People, maternal uncles are deeply sacred because they are where life comes from.
	Deacon Marcel Piliwe WENEHOUA Plum Parish – Nouméa Consistory Protestant Church of Kanaky New Caledonia
	Discussion Questions/Talanoa
	Through Christ, we are being called to be active advocators of the above statements. As Pacific youth, let us hope for what we do not see and wait for it with patience in faith and works.
	Composting Video - Link here
	Group Activity for Adults: As a species, we are quickly discovering that biodiversity and maintaining living waters is not just for human benefit. The web of life, birthed through our oceans, and referenced so often by Ezekiel, is intricately connected in ways we are constantly discovering. As people of faith, this biblical vision calls on us to not only repent, but to act, and quickly, to preserve the living waters and divinely created beings in our midst.
	Take some time to think about water justice and biodiversity in your town/ city/ region. Are there possibilities for community building? Can we as people of faith bring others together to assure that “Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live”?
	Here are some ideas… Bring together Christians and other faith groups to discuss urgent local issues. You could invite different speakers such as water officials, scientists, NGOs, fishermen, farmers, women’s groups, youth activists. Invite theologians, Bible scholars, and members from your Church who have studied environmental issues in the light of the Gospel values Issues to be discussed might include:
	Inadequate access to water, sanitation, and hygiene in rural villages, poor districts, and informal settlements, as well as in critical locations such as prisons, healthcare facilities, schools, and refugee camps.
	Protection of the aquatic ecosystem, i.e. wetlands, rivers, oceans, etc.
	Protection of water infrastructure for civilians during conflicts. Caring for, using wisely and replenishing underground water resources.
	Prayer:
	Consider hosting an ecumenical celebration for the Feast of St. Francis or a special service to bless household pets or farm animals.
	What can we do to protect our waters?  Focus Scripture: Ezekiel 47:12
	Theological and Scriptural Background for Teachers/ Leaders

	A Call to Action
	Drawing spiritual inspiration from Creation: Through contemplation of the natural world created by God (Job 7–12), we are invited to move from domination to humility, from exploitation to care, and from short-term profit to long-term flourishing. urban environments—they truly bring healing to the nations. Caring for our oceans: — our “Blue Lung” — which face rising threats from waste discharge, overfishing, pollution, and deep-sea mining. Life and biodiversity beneath the waves must not be treated as out of sight and out of mind. May educators help our communities see and value these marine worlds. May government leaders act with courage to protect marine biomes and livelihoods. And may we choose guardianship that keeps the Blue Lung breathing for generations. Ecosystem and biodiversity restoration and protection: We are called to restore land in our churches, homes, and communities. There are many initiatives which we can engage with : a Decade of Climate justice has been declared by the World Council of Reformed Churches and the World Council of Churches; there are online platforms such as Laudato si’ Action Platform, Anglican Communion Forest and national programmes such as Green Church or Eglise Verte.
	Let us overcome our fear and step into the water of God’s love - to be part of the River of Transformation, to see the literal healing and renewal of creation and the blessing of the Earth.
	SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDRENS BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Lesson Topic: God Calls us to the Water: What can we do to protect our waters?
	Materials Needed:

	Water Basin  Let’s look at our water basin. It is filled with rubbish and half of the water is gone. What can we do to make this look healthy and safe? Let’s remove the rubbish we added in week 4 and fill it back up with fresh, clean water. (Remove the rubbish and throw it away. Next, fill the basin with clean water until it is full)
	Now it looks like the kind of water we talked about in week 1, the kind our ancestors and elders called special and protected. It is the kind of water we talked about in week 2, the kind in which we see God. It is the kind of water we talked about in week 3, that feeds people, fruit trees and crops. It is a safe place for fish and birds and all of God’s creatures. It is the living water God wants us to share with the world, the kind Ezekiel shared in his vision.
	Call to Action: Now it’s our turn to help make this vision come true. During the Season of Creation, we have focused on how important our waters are. We know that there are people who forget to take care of God’s waters. Sometimes we forget to do that ourselves.
	Let’s make a promise to change that today. Let’s listen to our ancestors and elders, to people like Ezekiel from the Bible, and our own hearts that are filled with God’s love and Living Water.
	Let’s promise to protect the waters that are on and surround our island homes. We will respect our waterways, the animals and plants that must have healthy, clean water, and our brothers and sisters who need water for drinking, cooking, bathing, growing food, and having fun. And let’s make a symbol to remind us of that promise.
	One of the first symbols or pictures that Christians used hundreds of years ago was a fish. It was a very simple design that told others we believe in God and we follow the teachings of Jesus. It looked like this:
	Activity:
	YOUTH AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
	Theme: God Calls Us to the Water: What can we do to protect our waters?

	Discussion/ Talanoa Questions:
	Group Activity for Youth:    When Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan reached the ocean in 1520, he felt the waters were calm and relaxed. As a result, he called the body of water “Mar Pacífico,” which means “peaceful sea” in both Portuguese and Spanish.
	Centuries before Ferdinand Magellan named the Pacific Ocean, Hawaiians, Maori and other island cultures had their own names for the sea, and referred to the Pacific Ocean as Moananui’akea or Te Moana Nui a Kiwa in Te reo, based on its vastness and power.  The Pacific Ocean is the world’s deepest, and at roughly 63 million square miles, it covers more area than all the land on Earth. It’s a huge source of the world’s fish supply and a major factor in the world’s weather patterns.
	The Pacific Ocean / Moananuiakea is more than just a vast, powerful, and peaceful sea. Just as the rays of Sun shine through into the depth of the Ocean, and even where there is darkness below the depths of the ocean, the ocean suffers – issues such as coral reef destruction, deep sea mining, effects of oil spills, as well as indirectly causing displacement from rising seas, to name a few.
	For youth, this injustice is visible in polluted rivers, coral reef destruction, displacement from rising seas, and loss of traditional knowledge. Yet Ezekiel also offers a promise—”on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing.” Ezekiel 47:12.
	Young people are rising up across the Pacific to defend sacred lands, protest deep sea mining, and advocate for indigenous-led conservation. Justice restores harmony in our communities and ecosystems. As Pacific youth, we are not just the future—we are the voice of justice today.
	Below you will find instructions for using your newly created compost pit. As you watch the final video, consider the words above. How are you the voice of justice today? How do your ancestors, your God, your vanua and moana, and your communities help you to live out this justice seeking? How can you, as a part of God’s beloved creation, affirm yourself as well as the world around you?
	Composting Video: Link
	For more information about composting, Click Here!
	Prayer
	For the Week Ahead:     Digital advocacy campaign #SeasonofCreation
	Consider ways to educate others about the jeopardy our waters are facing. Using some of the materials from Season of Creation think about creating awareness raising webinars on Water Justice that can be widely shared.
	Use social media, newspapers and local radio stations to:
	Highlight polluted or dying rivers, lakes or wetland areas.
	Share stories of communities affected by water scarcity.
	Celebrate positive steps by governments and communities.
	Publicly call for urgent action.
	Offer faith perspectives that link Scripture, justice, and environmental stewardship:
	Weekly educational posts or podcasts.
	Short testimonies from farmers, women, and youth.
	Infographics on pollution impacts.
	Calls to sign petitions or attend town halls.
	Stories of local rivers and springs.
	This will amplify the voices of faith communities beyond the walls of the church.
	ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE
	Call to worship  Leader: In the beginning, the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. And God called them good.  All: Come Holy Spirit and cleanse the waters.  Leader: The prophet saw a river flowing from the Temple,  and wherever the river flowed, everything lived.  All: Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the Earth.  Leader: Jesus cried out,“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me… Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”  All: Come, Holy Spirit and heal your people.
	Thanksgiving for the Waters  Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for your love in all creation, and especially for your gift of water to sustain and cleanse all life. Christ is the living water, cleansing, refreshing, and making all things new. So now we offer our thanks for the waters that bring beauty to all that we enjoy, the wild places, the bush, the mountains, coast and the sea. We give thanks and praise for all good lands, for the trees and pastures, for our plentiful crops, and for the living water that quenches them.  (Adapted from Anglican Aotearoa NZ Prayer Book)
	We praise you for giving us life through water, and for all waters everywhere. We especially praise you for the waters who sustain us in this part of our common home.  Here local bodies of water may be named, as people from different churches or areas bring a bottle of water (avoiding plastic) from their context (river, ocean, lake) and pour it into the baptismal font or bowl.
	We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave your people water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.  You bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. You satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give.  (Adapted from All Creation Sings, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)   But we lament that we have neglected this gift, and taken the waters for granted.
	Lament  Lamenting is a passionate expression of sorrow or grief; a song, hymn or poem of mourning to express sorrow, mourning, or regret aloud; to regret strongly. Often sins are confessed in the plural, as a sign that, even if we personally have not committed each sin, our souls are bound up one with the other. The response in this service is,‘ashamnu’, which means in Hebrew ‘we have all been guilty’.  Leader:  We look upon your waters, O God, and we grieve:  Rivers run polluted.  Oceans choke with plastic.  Marine life disappears from warming seas.  Coral reefs fade and fisheries collapse.  All: Ashamnu (we have all been guilty)  Leader:  The seas rise and swallow coasts.  Storms grow stronger.  Floods destroy homes.  Drought cracks the Earth and children thirst.  All: Ashamnu (we have all been guilty)  Include other laments referring to the impacts on water from your own context.  Leader:  We confess that we have not guarded your waters.  We have consumed water without restraint.  We have polluted what you called good.  We have forgotten that the river of life flows from your throne. All: Forgive us, O God.  During a hymn of lament a creative moment may take place (suggestions: - bring up photos or pictures drawn by children of polluted water - or a liturgical dance - a silent protest, etc.) A bowl to reflect the salty tears of creation and hurting humanity.  Absolution  God’s mercy flows like living water. The love of God, incarnate in Jesus who spoke to troubled waters, forgives us and calms our hearts so that justice may flow to all the dry places in our lives. In the name of Christ, may this grace free us to follow and proclaim the good news of the healing of all creation.  All: Amen.
	Responsive Psalm 65: 5-13
	All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
	First Reading: Ezekiel 47:9-12  (The Season of Creation Theme text)
	Second Reading: Revelation 22:1-7  (Or another of your choosing)
	Preaching or Participatory Reflection
	(Focusing on the Ezekiel passage,  Season of Creation theme and symbol)
	Offering Prayer
	Intercessory Prayers
	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	Blessings of water be upon me.
	All: Amen.

	All: Amen.
	All: Amen.
	All: Amen.
	Final Blessing and Sending
	All: Amen.

