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21 MAY 2019
Marking this time of new beginning, we urge the newly elected Federal Government and Prime
Minister Scott Morrison to resolve the plight of the 1000+ refugees in Manus and Nauru, some of
whom are now in Australia.
Let them settle here.
It is a new day in our Australian democracy; a time for new beginnings. It would be so wonderful if
this painful matter from the past was concluded now.
In some of our Scriptures there is the record of a Jubilee moment when people help others make a
new beginning, offering consolation to those long trapped in bleak circumstances.
The source of this kindness is the recognition that all we have comes from God as gift or Rahamim or
Chesed, in our various traditions.
In the Jubilee, those who need special consideration are given the grace of a new beginning.
The start of a new Parliament is like a Jubilee moment, fresh with potential for doing good.
The facts are well known. Unless there is some initiative by the new Government, given previous
policy, the refugees remaining in Manus and Nauru will face many more years stuck as they are
today, drained of hope.
This is painful beyond words.
But new beginnings offer the promise that things will get better.
An ennobling act by our newly elected Prime Minister would lift people's spirits, giving hope that
better days lie ahead.
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