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Sermon Notes (Micah 6:6-8)

These sermon notes are based on the biblical texts presented in the ecumenical worship
service: Micah 6:6-8; Galatians 3:26-28; Luke 24:13-35. Micah has been taken asthe
central text and the other two have been used to illuminate thistext. The following dot points
are presented in the hope that the preacher may find something to spark the imagination.
Only the local preacher will know the local situation well enough to take these general
themes and allow them to be interrogated by the experience of the congregation and then in
turn to allow the texts to interrogate the local congregation.

e Each year the service for the Week of Prayer fargfihn Unity is prepared by a local
church, and reflects the situation of that localrch. Yet, participation in this service
of worship is not dependent on our familiarity witte situation of that local church.
For many in our Australian congregation, there dino familiarity with the
experience in India. But some among us will knbig experience firsthand. In our
own congregations there is diversity of many sonduding cultural diversity. Some
congregations struggle to display the unity theyeha Christ. In subtle ways we can
find ourselves divided around difference rathenthaited around diversity. At the
outset, we hear the words of the prophet: with vghatl we come before the Lord?
During this Week of Prayer we come before the Lwitth our cultural diversity.

» As we come before the Lord in worship we standbiidarity with the experience of
the Indian churches. Hearing their story, we potide question, “what does God
require of us?” Several responses suggest theasselv

* Aninitial response will shift our focus from a tea&clusive emphasis on our own
local concerns, so that we see more clearly angid@ple in another place. In its
most elementary form our encounter with the Indiaarches reminds us that the
Christian faith is a global faith. The Christiamuech is a global church, a universal
church. The unity God sets before us embracediteesity of the human population.
The very fact of encountering the experience ofitlagan churches points to what
God requires of us, namely to develop a breadthsadn so that we might see as God
sees. God requires that we overcome any temptatianmyopic vision of unity that
would simply make us feel comfortable with thoseusd us.

* Our encounter with the Indian churches also alest® the fact that injustices still
exist in the world. Injustice keeps peoples dididés long as injustice exists unity is
not possible, and the image of God is distortede message of the prophets — like
Micah — proclaims that our God is a God of justidesus himself proclaimed a
kingdom where justice would be a sign of God’s mei§Ve cannot walk humbly with
our God while we fail to act justly. We cannotdotenderly while we fail to act
justly.

e |tis not always easy to act justly. One may samet ask if the witness of the
churches has been insufficient when certain ugusgiscriminatory behaviours come
to be the predominant ones in a society. Haves@Ganis been silent? Or perhaps our
own divisions and other behaviours have sappeduliegdfrom our witness.

Christian unity is an imperative if we are to fulpgage with what God asks of us.

e Our encounter with the experience of the Indiarrclhes also invites us to consider
the relationship between unity, culture, and jestidhere is a temptation to see
Christian unity simply in institutional terms. Bhivould be a very narrow
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perspective. The abiding biblical message aboity is1that it embraces the whole of
creation — no more Jew or Greek! In our Westerndwohere people easily separate
a religious compartment of their lives from thetrafsit, it is easy to ignore the
existential unity that should be a sign of the medf God. Only against this wider
perspective can we think of the unity of the chur@lhe institutional unity of the
church should be a beacon or light on display laioassee. The church should give
people even now a glimpse of what God has planoredlifcreation.

e In this service we worship God. Justice and uaitynot simplydeas that we
struggle with. Rather they are characteristic&ofl. What does God ask of us? To
walk humbly with God. It requires great humility ealise that our efforts for unity
and justice are ultimately connected to our praiséod. When we give glory to
God, God’s glory will be visible in us. What dd@sd ask of us? To open our hands,
to open our hearts and to receive the grace Gedsoff\With God’s gifts we can be
genuine instruments in offering the world a new wéiiving the unity God offers.
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An Explanation of theimagery
The use of the driftwood and the arrangement df@dliowers on the altar to me help strengthen the
guestion for this year's theme — What Does God Reai Us? For us as Australians the theme of
Reconciliation is one of the paths that culminat€hristian Unity.

The NCCA acknowledges with appreciation the contidn of Artist: Raymond Trevaiks and the
Photographer: Michael Stephenson.

For more information: ph. (02) 9299 2215 or visit www.churchestogetherinprayer.org.au
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