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United Nations Declar ation on the Rights of
| ndigenous Peoples

Adopted by General Assembly Resolution 61/295 on 13 September 2007

The General Assembly,
Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter efithited Nations, and good faith in the
fulfilment of the obligations assumed by Stateagnordance with the Charter,

Affirming that indigenous peoples are equal to all other lespp/hile recognizing the right of all
peoples to be different, to consider themselvdsdiht, and to be respected as such,

Affirming also that all peoples contribute to the diversity aistimess of civilizations and cultures,
which constitute the common heritage of humankind,

Affirming further that all doctrines, policies and practices basedraadvocating superiority of
peoples or individuals on the basis of nationajiaror racial, religious, ethnic or cultural
differences are racist, scientifically false, légahvalid, morally condemnable and socially unjust

Reaffirming that indigenous peoples, in the exercise of thgits, should be free from
discrimination of any kind,

Concerned that indigenous peoples have suffered from histojustices as a result of, inter alia,
their colonization and dispossession of their latelsitories and resources, thus preventing them
from exercising, in particular, their right to démement in accordance with their own needs and
interests,

Recognizing the urgent need to respect and promote the inhaginis of indigenous peoples
which derive from their political, economic and sbstructures and from their cultures, spiritual
traditions, histories and philosophies, especidil@yr rights to their lands, territories and
resources,

Recognizing also the urgent need to respect and promoteghesrof indigenous peoples affirmed
in treaties, agreements and other constructivageraents with States,

Welcoming the fact that indigenous peoples are organizieggelves for political, economic,

social and cultural enhancement and in order toghtio an end all forms of discrimination and
oppression wherever they occur,
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Convinced that control by indigenous peoples over develogmafiecting them and their lands,
territories and resources will enable them to naamand strengthen their institutions, cultures and
traditions, and to promote their development iroadance with their aspirations and needs,

Recognizing that respect for indigenous knowledge, culturasteaditional practices contributes
to sustainable and equitable development and propaagement of the environment,

Emphasizing the contribution of the demilitarization of thentls and territories of indigenous
peoples to peace, economic and social progresdesralopment, understanding and friendly
relations among nations and peoples of the world,

Recognizing in particular the right of indigenous families asmmmunities to retain shared
responsibility for the upbringing, training, eduoatand well-being of their children, consistent
with the rights of the child,

Considering that the rights affirmed in treaties, agreements@her constructive arrangements
between States and indigenous peoples are, in situa¢éions, matters of international concern,
interest, responsibility and character,

Considering also that treaties, agreements and other construatraagements, and the
relationship they represent, are the basis foremgthened partnership between indigenous
peoples and States,

Acknowledging that the Charter of the United Nations, the Ina¢ional Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Right®) and the International Covenant on Civil and PditiRights,2 as
well as the Vienna Declaration and Programme ofof¢t3) affirm the fundamental importance
of the right to self-determination of all peoplbyg,virtue of which they freely determine their
political status and freely pursue their econommagial and cultural development,

Bearing in mind that nothing in this Declaration may be used taydeny peoples their right to
self-determination, exercised in conformity wittemational law,

Convinced that the recognition of the rights of indigenoe®ples in this Declaration will enhance
harmonious and cooperative relations between thie &nhd indigenous peoples, based on
principles of justice, democracy, respect for humghts, non-discrimination and good faith,

Encouraging States to comply with and effectively implementlagir obligations as they apply to
indigenous peoples under international instrumentgarticular those related to human rights, in
consultation and cooperation with the peoples comezk

Emphasizing that the United Nations has an important and oairig role to play in promoting
and protecting the rights of indigenous peoples,

Believing that this Declaration is a further important stepvard for the recognition, promotion
and protection of the rights and freedoms of indaes peoples and in the development of
relevant activities of the United Nations systenthis field,

Recognizing and reaffirming that indigenous individuals aréitéed without discrimination to all
human rights recognized in international law, drat tndigenous peoples possess collective rights
which are indispensable for their existence, welh and integral development as peoples,

Recognizing that the situation of indigenous peoples variemfregion to region and from country

to country and that the significance of national aggional particularities and various historical
and cultural backgrounds should be taken into clamation,
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Solemnly proclaims the following United Nations Declaration on theyRiis of Indigenous Peoples
as a standard of achievement to be pursued irriacdgpartnership and mutual respect:

Articlel

Indigenous peoples have the right to the full emjewt, as a collective or as individuals, of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms as recogmzée Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rigld$ and international human rights law.

Article2

Indigenous peoples and individuals are free andlequall other peoples and individuals and
have the right to be free from any kind of discnation, in the exercise of their rights, in
particular that based on their indigenous origindentity.

Article3
Indigenous peoples have the right to self-detertiunaBy virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status and freely purwgr economic, social and cultural development.

Article4

Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right til-determination, have the right to autonomy or
self-government in matters relating to their intdrand local affairs, as well as ways and means
for financing their autonomous functions.

Article5

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain arehgthen their distinct political, legal,
economic, social and cultural institutions, whigéaining their right to participate fully, if thesp
choose, in the political, economic, social anduraltlife of the State.

Article6
Every indigenous individual has the right to a owadility.

Article7

1. Indigenous individuals have the rights to Igbysical and mental integrity, liberty and security
of person.

2. Indigenous peoples have the collective righivioin freedom, peace and security as distinct
peoples and shall not be subjected to any actrafgée or any other act of violence, including
forcibly removing children of the group to anotlgeoup.

Article 8

1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the nghto be subjected to forced assimilation or
destruction of their culture.

2. States shall provide effective mechanisms fev@ntion of, and redress for:

(a) Any action which has the aim or effect of dejmg them of their integrity as distinct peoples,
or of their cultural values or ethnic identities;

(b) Any action which has the aim or effect of dispessing them of their lands, territories or
resources;

(c) Any form of forced population transfer whichshthe aim or effect of violating or undermining
any of their rights;

(d) Any form of forced assimilation or integration;

(e) Any form of propaganda designed to promoteanoite racial or ethnic discrimination directed
against them.

Article9

Indigenous peoples and individuals have the riglieiong to an indigenous community or
nation, in accordance with the traditions and austof the community or nation concerned. No
discrimination of any kind may arise from the exseof such a right.
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Article 10

Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removedniftheir lands or territories. No relocation
shall take place without the free, prior and infechtonsent of the indigenous peoples concerned
and after agreement on just and fair compensatidnwhere possible, with the option of return.

Article11

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practiserawitalize their cultural traditions and customs.
This includes the right to maintain, protect andedep the past, present and future manifestations
of their cultures, such as archaeological and hestbsites, artefacts, designs, ceremonies,
technologies and visual and performing arts aedditre.

2. States shall provide redress through effectieelranisms, which may include restitution,
developed in conjunction with indigenous peoplash wespect to their cultural, intellectual,
religious and spiritual property taken without thieee, prior and informed consent or in violation
of their laws, traditions and customs.

Article 12

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to manifesitse, develop and teach their spiritual and
religious traditions, customs and ceremonies; itjie to maintain, protect, and have access in
privacy to their religious and cultural sites; tight to the use and control of their ceremonial
objects; and the right to the repatriation of theiman remains.

2. States shall seek to enable the access angatdriegion of ceremonial objects and human
remains in their possession through fair, transpgaaed effective mechanisms developed in
conjunction with indigenous peoples concerned.

Article 13

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalize, develop and transmit to future generations
their histories, languages, oral traditions, plujgses, writing systems and literatures, and to
designate and retain their own names for communigiaces and persons.

2. States shall take effective measures to enkateltis right is protected and also to ensure that
indigenous peoples can understand and be undernstpaditical, legal and administrative
proceedings, where necessary through the providiorterpretation or by other appropriate
means.

Article 14

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to estabhshcantrol their educational systems and
institutions providing education in their own lages, in a manner appropriate to their cultural
methods of teaching and learning.

2. Indigenous individuals, particularly childrerave the right to all levels and forms of education
of the State without discrimination.

3. States shall, in conjunction with indigenouspges, take effective measures, in order for
indigenous individuals, particularly children, inding those living outside their communities, to
have access, when possible, to an education indhi culture and provided in their own
language.

Article 15

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the digatg diversity of their cultures, traditions,
histories and aspirations which shall be approglgatflected in education and public
information.

2. States shall take effective measures, in caatsuit and cooperation with the indigenous
peoples concerned, to combat prejudice and elimidiatrimination and to promote tolerance,
understanding and good relations among indigeneaplps and all other segments of society.

Article 16
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to estabtisl bwn media in their own languages and to
have access to all forms of non-indigenous medilout discrimination.
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2. States shall take effective measures to enbateState-owned media duly reflect indigenous
cultural diversity. States, without prejudice tsernng full freedom of expression, should
encourage privately owned media to adequatelyateiteligenous cultural diversity.

Article 17

1. Indigenous individuals and peoples have the tiglenjoy fully all rights established under
applicable international and domestic labour law.

2. States shall in consultation and cooperatioh widigenous peoples take specific measures to
protect indigenous children from economic explataiand from performing any work that is
likely to be hazardous or to interfere with theldlsieducation, or to be harmful to the child’s
health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral oriabdevelopment, taking into account their special
vulnerability and the importance of education fogit empowerment.

3. Indigenous individuals have the right not teshjected to any discriminatory conditions of
labour and, inter alia, employment or salary.

Article 18

Indigenous peoples have the right to participateicision-making in matters which would affect
their rights, through representatives chosen bynisdves in accordance with their own
procedures, as well as to maintain and develop tven indigenous decision-making institutions.

Article 19

States shall consult and cooperate in good faith thie indigenous peoples concerned through
their own representative institutions in order bain their free, prior and informed consent
before adopting and implementing legislative or austrative measures that may affect them.

Article 20

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintathdavelop their political, economic and social
systems or institutions, to be secure in the engntrof their own means of subsistence and
development, and to engage freely in all theiriti@oal and other economic activities.

2. Indigenous peoples deprived of their means b$istence and development are entitled to just
and fair redress.

Article21

1. Indigenous peoples have the right, without thsicration, to the improvement of their
economic and social conditions, including, intea,ah the areas of education, employment,
vocational training and retraining, housing, sartg health and social security.

2. States shall take effective measures and, vdpgepriate, special measures to ensure
continuing improvement of their economic and socaiditions. Particular attention shall be paid
to the rights and special needs of indigenous gladesmen, youth, children and persons with
disabilities.

Article 22

1. Particular attention shall be paid to the rigintd special needs of indigenous elders, women,
youth, children and persons with disabilities ia tmplementation of this Declaration.

2. States shall take measures, in conjunction witlyenous peoples, to ensure that indigenous
women and children enjoy the full protection andrguntees against all forms of violence and
discrimination.

Article 23

Indigenous peoples have the right to determinedmvelop priorities and strategies for exercising
their right to development. In particular, indigeisgeoples have the right to be actively involved
in developing and determining health, housing ahémeconomic and social programmes
affecting them and, as far as possible, to adneingich programmes through their own
institutions.
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Article24

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to their tiaaial medicines and to maintain their health
practices, including the conservation of their Mitgedicinal plants, animals and minerals.
Indigenous individuals also have the right to ascesthout any discrimination, to all social and
health services.

2. Indigenous individuals have an equal right toé¢hjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health. States shall take ¢lsessary steps with a view to achieving
progressively the full realization of this right.

Article 25

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain arehgthen their distinctive spiritual relationship
with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupi@nd used lands, territories, waters and coastal
seas and other resources and to uphold their redpldres to future generations in this regard.

Article 26

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the laristories and resources which they have
traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise usedaquired.

2. Indigenous peoples have the right to own, useeldp and control the lands, territories and
resources that they possess by reason of tradibeeership or other traditional occupation or
use, as well as those which they have otherwiseirac

3. States shall give legal recognition and protecto these lands, territories and resources. Such
recognition shall be conducted with due respetiiéccustoms, traditions and land tenure systems
of the indigenous peoples concerned.

Article 27

States shall establish and implement, in conjunatiith indigenous peoples concerned, a fair,
independent, impartial, open and transparent psogggang due recognition to indigenous
peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tesystems, to recognize and adjudicate the rights
of indigenous peoples pertaining to their landsittgies and resources, including those which
were traditionally owned or otherwise occupied sed: Indigenous peoples shall have the right to
participate in this process.

Article 28

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to redressdgns that can include restitution or, when this
is not possible, just, fair and equitable compeasafor the lands, territories and resources which
they have traditionally owned or otherwise occumedsed, and which have been confiscated,
taken, occupied, used or damaged without their frger and informed consent.

2. Unless otherwise freely agreed upon by the gsopbncerned, compensation shall take the
form of lands, territories and resources equaliality, size and legal status or of monetary
compensation or other appropriate redress.

Article 29

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the coasienvand protection of the environment and the
productive capacity of their lands or territorieslaesources. States shall establish and implement
assistance programmes for indigenous peoples &br anservation and protection, without
discrimination.

2. States shall take effective measures to enkatenb storage or disposal of hazardous materials
shall take place in the lands or territories oigethous peoples without their free, prior and
informed consent.

3. States shall also take effective measures tarenas needed, that programmes for monitoring,
maintaining and restoring the health of indigenpesples, as developed and implemented by the
peoples affected by such materials, are duly impresd.

Article 30
1. Military activities shall not take place in tlands or territories of indigenous peoples, unless
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justified by a relevant public interest or othemviseely agreed with or requested by the
indigenous peoples concerned.

2. States shall undertake effective consultatioitis tie indigenous peoples concerned, through
appropriate procedures and in particular througir tiepresentative institutions, prior to using
their lands or territories for military activities.

Article 31

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintaintrol, protect and develop their cultural
heritage, traditional knowledge and traditionakerdl expressions, as well as the manifestations
of their sciences, technologies and cultures, gholy human and genetic resources, seeds,
medicines, knowledge of the properties of faunaféord, oral traditions, literatures, designs,
sports and traditional games and visual and perfgrmarts. They also have the right to maintain,
control, protect and develop their intellectualpgerdy over such cultural heritage, traditional
knowledge, and traditional cultural expressions.

2. In conjunction with indigenous peoples, Statesllgake effective measures to recognize and
protect the exercise of these rights.

Article 32

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determimedevelop priorities and strategies for the
development or use of their lands or territorieg ather resources.

2. States shall consult and cooperate in good ¥atthnthe indigenous peoples concerned through
their own representative institutions in order bbain their free and informed consent prior to the
approval of any project affecting their lands ariteries and other resources, particularly in
connection with the development, utilization or lex@ation of mineral, water or other resources.
3. States shall provide effective mechanisms fsir gnd fair redress for any such activities, and
appropriate measures shall be taken to mitigateradwenvironmental, economic, social, cultural
or spiritual impact.

Article 33

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to deterntiee bwn identity or membership in accordance
with their customs and traditions. This does ngiamthe right of indigenous individuals to
obtain citizenship of the States in which they live

2. Indigenous peoples have the right to deternfieestructures and to select the membership of
their institutions in accordance with their own gedures.

Article 34

Indigenous peoples have the right to promote, dgvahd maintain their institutional structures
and their distinctive customs, spirituality, traolits, procedures, practices and, in the cases where
they exist, juridical systems or customs, in acaao# with international human rights standards.

Article35
Indigenous peoples have the right to determinedhlponsibilities of individuals to their
communities.

Article 36

1. Indigenous peoples, in particular those dividganternational borders, have the right to
maintain and develop contacts, relations and cajoer, including activities for spiritual,

cultural, political, economic and social purposeish their own members as well as other peoples
across borders.

2. States, in consultation and cooperation witligedous peoples, shall take effective measures to
facilitate the exercise and ensure the implemaeontatf this right.

Article 37
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the redmgniobservance and enforcement of treaties,
agreements and other constructive arrangementsuctaacwith States or their successors and to
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have States honour and respect such treaties nagnéeand other constructive arrangements.
2. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpretedianinishing or eliminating the rights of
indigenous peoples contained in treaties, agreenaamt other constructive arrangements.

Article 38
States in consultation and cooperation with indogenpeoples, shall take the appropriate
measures, including legislative measures, to aetie® ends of this Declaration.

Article 39

Indigenous peoples have the right to have accefgsatacial and technical assistance from States
and through international cooperation, for the gment of the rights contained in this
Declaration.

Article40

Indigenous peoples have the right to access t@eordpt decision through just and fair
procedures for the resolution of conflicts and dtep with States or other parties, as well as to
effective remedies for all infringements of theidividual and collective rights. Such a decision
shall give due consideration to the customs, ti@t rules and legal systems of the indigenous
peoples concerned and international human rights.

Article4l

The organs and specialized agencies of the Unitgtbis system and other intergovernmental
organizations shall contribute to the full realiaatof the provisions of this Declaration through
the mobilization, inter alia, of financial coopecat and technical assistance. Ways and means of
ensuring participation of indigenous peoples onassaffecting them shall be established.

Article 42

The United Nations, its bodies, including the Peverd Forum on Indigenous Issues, and
specialized agencies, including at the countryl]ewsd States shall promote respect for and full
application of the provisions of this Declaratiorddollow up the effectiveness of this
Declaration.

Article 43
The rights recognized herein constitute the mininstamdards for the survival, dignity and well-
being of the indigenous peoples of the world.

Article44
All the rights and freedoms recognized herein grea#ly guaranteed to male and female
indigenous individuals.

Article 45
Nothing in this Declaration may be construed asimighing or extinguishing the rights
indigenous peoples have now or may acquire inuhed.

Article 46

1. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpretedmaplying for any State, people, group or
person any right to engage in any activity or tdqgren any act contrary to the Charter of the
United Nations or construed as authorizing or eraging any action which would dismember or
impair, totally or in part, the territorial integyior political unity of sovereign and independent
States.

2. In the exercise of the rights enunciated inptesent Declaration, human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all shall be respected.ekeecise of the rights set forth in this
Declaration shall be subject only to such limitati@s are determined by law and in accordance
with international human rights obligations. Anyckldimitations shall be non-discriminatory and
strictly necessary solely for the purpose of seudue recognition and respect for the rights and
freedoms of others and for meeting the just and wmspelling requirements of a democratic

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/drip.h 22/10/2011



United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indiges People Page9 of 9

society.

3. The provisions set forth in this Declarationlsba interpreted in accordance with the principles
of justice, democracy, respect for human rightsiaéity, non-discrimination, good governance
and good faith.

(2) See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

(3) AICONF.157/24 (Part 1), chap. Ill.

(4) Resolution 217 A (ll1).
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