IUEAY FOR AGTION

Organise a community fun day or social event so that the Indigenous and
non-Indigenous community can meet, share experiences and connect with
one another. This could take the form of a combined service.

Remember to consult with and work with the Indigenous community
throughout the process.

Establish community forums where members of the local Indigenous
community can share their cultural heritage and faith with the wider
community / church community.

Set up a reconciliation booth at local fairs and carnivals.

Set up alearning circle (study group) where individuals in the church can
learn about a particular issue and from a Christian perspective (see the
resources page for material to use).

Organise a heritage walk by a local Indigenous leader as part of your
church's social calendar.

Raise funds for a permanent monument or display to be created promoting
reconciliation, or local Indigenous leaders, or a memorial commemorating
the experience and contribution of Indigenous people to the region’s history.
(see attached guide to plagues).

Organise events (a special worship service) or support the local Indigenous
community in planning for the WWeek of Prayer for Reconciliation (27 May — 3
June), Sorry Day (26 May), NAIDOC week (first full week in July).

Join alocal Reconciliation group (see contact list for details).

Encourage the inclusion of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander studies
into your faith group’s theological colleges and ministry training programs.

Encourage the inclusion of Indigenous worship practices in your regular
worship service.

Keep informed about current debate on Indigenous affairs.
Read what your faith group has to say about various Indigenous issues

(see the Walking with Indigenous Australians Kit and the Continuing the
Journey Report of the NCCA — details on resources sheet).
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Develop your confidence to speak out in your home, work, social circles and
church community against discrimination, racism & misinformation.

Encourage the children’s ministry program at your church to work with local
Indigenous groups to share their story about the area’s history. Suggest that
students express their ideas about reconciliation in a picture or story —link in
with the idea of Jesus bringing reconciliation with God through his death and
resurrection.

Ensure that your church flies the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander flags
at appropriate occasions, including significant dates such as NAIDOC Week.

Reconciliation murals on the church hall or children’s ministry rooms

Ensure that your church service starts with an acknowiedgement of the
country your church is on (see Cultural Awareness sheet).

Set up a play group for new mothers (Indigenous and non-indigenous) to
share information and experiences.

Arrange for screenings of Indigenous films or Indigenous poetry readings
and storytelling.
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Protocols for plagues

Plaques acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land are starting to
appear on land owned by churches, local council buildings and homes.

Last year the Mount Hliza Parish of St James the Less as part of their
celebrations for their 135th anniversary placed a plague in their grounds and
planted a tree beside it acknowledging the Boonerrong people.

The plague reads:

This tree was planted in the year of reconciliation and on the eve of the
135th Anniversary of the dedication of the Church of St James the Less in
acknowledgment that this site stands amongst the traditional lands of the
Boonerrong. 15/10/2000.

Other churches with plaques have compaosed their own wording. However it is
important that two steps are taken once a church has decided to have a
plague:

A faculty needs to be obtained from the areas Archdeacon.

The local Aboriginal elders should be consulted about the wording and

invited to the ceremony.

A plaque that is appearing on Council-owned buildings in Eltham reads:

We are proud to acknowledge the Wurrundjeri people as the traditional
owners of this land.

Acknowledgement of Country

It is also becoming customary to follow local Aboriginal protocol and at the
start of important events or special occasions acknowledge the local elders.
There are many variations on this wording and it is wise to have the wording
approved by the local Aboriginal elders.

Below is a sample of wording used in the Kaurna area:

We hereby acknowledge that we are located on the land of the Kaurna
people whom God chose to be the ancient custodians of this place and
through the Kaurna people God sustained the life, spirit and promise of

this land which we celebrate today. (See the Cultural Anareness sheet for more
information).
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