Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander
Development Fund

Every year through your support of the Martung Upah
appeal, NATSIEC is able to disburse small grants to
organizations for community based projects.

For example, NATSIEC supported five Aboriginal
Catholic women to attend the canonization of Mary
Mackillop in Rome in October 2010. The women
found that the journey was an enriching personal faith
journey. In addition to the Canonization itself the
women were able to visit the Vatican museum to view
Aboriginal Artefacts held there. They were also part of
a group that located and commemorated the grave of
Conaci, an Aboriginal boy who had travelled to the
Vatican with Benedictine monks from New Norcia. He
died at age 13 in the Abbey by St Paul’s Outside the
Walls. The women reported that it was a significant
cultural experience to be able to pay their respects in
this way.

NATSIEC also supported the launch of Owr Generation,
an independent documentary film about the Northern
Territory Intervention. The financial assistance meant
that the film makers could bring Elders from affected
communities to speak at forums held after each
showing in different States; thus enabling the audience
to directly hear from and talk with senior Elders.

Our Generation is a unique film which tells of the
problems with the Intervention from the perspective of
those affected. It has been a useful resource to support
our own work and advocacy in this area. NATSIEC
also bought and distributed several copies of the film to
Indigenous organizations and individuals and
encouraged people to hold public viewings of the film.
Copies of the film are available from
www.ourgeneration.org.au.

Indigenous Theology

NATSIEC aims to give voice to Indigenous peoples
through a better understanding of Indigenous theol-
ogy and spirituality. One way we do this is through
the biannual Christ and Culture Conference. The third
conference was recently held in Sydney.

The theme of ‘Mother Tongue Theologising’ ex-
plored the interpretation of the Gospel from an In-
digenous context and perspective. The conference
was facilitated by Dr Anthony Reddie, a Research
Fellow in Black Theology in the UK. Dr Reddie ex-
pertly led the conference participants through several
fun and participative exercises exploring identity, ob-
jectivity and subjectivity and which helped partici-
pants understand more about their perceptions and
how they influence their understanding of the Gospel.

Recordings from
the conference and
Dr Reddie’s speak-
ing tour are now

available on the
NATSIEC website.

Participants at the third

Christ and Culture Conference

To find out more about NATSIEC
Web: www.ncca.otg.au/natsiec

Blog: www.natsiec.wordpress.com
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Student at Maparu during the Living Letters
visit. Photo credit: Hanna Grace




Action through Partnership

With your support through Martung Upah NATSIEC
was able to organise and host a World Council of
Churches (WCC) ‘Living Letters’ visit. The purpose of
a ‘Living Letters’ visit is to “listen, learn, share ap-
proaches and challenges
in overcoming violence
and peace making, and
to pray together for
peace in the community
and the world”. The
aim of this particular
visit was to explore the
% effect of the Northern
Territory (NT) Inter-
vention on Aboriginal
ll peoples and to shine a
light on the human
rights situation for NT
Aboriginal communities.
Six international delegates and four local Indigenous
representatives were part of the Living Letters team.

Women sharing stories at Wadeye
Photo credit: M. Perangin-Angin

The team visited Galuwin’ku, Maparu, Wadeye, Nun-
galyina College in Darwin,
Mt Nancy Town Camp,
Amoongunga and Her-
mannsburg,.

In a statement the Living
Letters team said they were
“concerned to observe the
discrimination, oppression
and racism that Aboriginal
peoples experience on a L
daily basis”. They also said .
they were “dismayed by
the lack of consultation
and negotiation from Gov-

Students at Maparu welcome
the Living Letters team. Photo
Credit: Hanna Grace.

ernments at all levels as they make and implement poli-

cies and programs which

impact significantly on We are ready to stand up and

Aboriginal peoples”. look the Government in the eye
and make decisions for ourselves
Each of the Living Let- that will affect our children.

ters team made a commit-
ment to support and en-
courage resistance against
injustice and they each

Anglican Leader meeting at
Nungalinya College

went back to their own countries and continued to raise
awareness of the plight of Aboriginal peoples in Austra-
lia.

Just recently, the WCC Central Committee also released
a statement on the S#tuation for Indigenous Peoples in Austra-
lia which further expressed the WCC’s commitment to
stand in solidarity with Indigenous Australians and which
highlighted the ongoing discrimination that Aboriginal
people in the Northern Territory are experiencing.
NATSIEC has used these statements to support its ad-
vocacy and educa-
tion work in this
area.

Reports and state-
ments about the
visit can be viewed
at WwWw.ncca.org.au
departments/
natsiec/advocacy
issues

Team members meet students at

Nungalyna College.
Photo Credit: G. Russell-Mundine
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