
Christ is risen, 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
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NSW JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES 
To our Christian friends and colleagues,  

The NSW Jewish Board of Deputies wishes you, your families and the Christian communities of NSW 
a happy and meaningful Easter – to our Western Christian friends for this weekend and our Eastern 
Christian friends for next weekend.  

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA 
Henriette Hutabarat Lebang, General Secretary 

Beloved sisters and brothers, 

“Peace be with you!” 

This is the remarkable message of Easter.  

It offered comfort and hope to Jesus’ disciples who were scared and overwhelmed by the death of 
Jesus. With Jesus killed and buried in the tomb, their sense of direction and purpose in life 
disappeared. They were left with a sense of failure, loss and confusion, not knowing what to do next. 
They huddled together in a room locking the door for their own security. It was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who proclaimed to the apostles the 
good news that ‘Jesus is risen’. They said that Jesus was not in the tomb and that two men in 
gleaming clothes told them not to search for the living among the dead, as He is risen.  

“But the apostles did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like 
nonsense.”(Luke 24:11) After all they are only women, and women aren’t rational thinkers. Peter and 
another disciple ran to the tomb and saw the truth for themselves, but returned confused. Later that 
same evening as they were still talking of their fears and disillusions, the risen Christ appeared in 
their midst and greeted them saying “Peace be with you!”   

Today, the frightening realities of the world we live in, create doubts, fears and disappointments in 
our minds. Easter reminds us that the risen Christ is present in our midst and greets us with his 
comforting message “Peace be with you.”   

Yet one wonders how this can be possible? How can we experience peace, when we live in the midst 
of overwhelming life-threatening situations that create conflict and discord, poverty and despair in 
Asia and beyond? How can there be peace when a few people guided by their greed accumulate food 
and resources for themselves while the majority goes hungry; when many young people do not get 
proper access to education and suffer due to unemployment; when children are exploited and 
women continuously suffer the humiliation and pain of sexual harassment and the brutality of rapes; 



when natural disasters render many people homeless and families are on the run from conflict zones.  
It becomes hard to believe that there can be peace and harmony, when people living in pluralistic 
communities find it difficult to accept and respect differences in a diversity of religions, cultures and 
traditions; when people believe that war and violence is the only way to solve problems; when 
people live in the constant fear of terrorist attacks; indigenous people lose their right over land and 
are denied their livelihood; and all God’s creation cries out for freedom from such oppression and 
pain.   

Our human understanding keeps telling us that there is no hope in such times of trials and 
tribulations. However, the risen Christ breathes on us, infusing in us a life force that enables us to 
envision a new direction and mission in our life, even when surrounded by strong signs of violence 
and death. He even sends us out to follow his steps: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (John 
20:21)  With the gift of grace, Christ sends us out to proclaim love and forgiveness, so that all may 
live together in peace beyond social, cultural and religious differences. Our rich Asian cultures uphold 
the values of welcoming the stranger, of offering hospitality and generous sharing of food; and affirm 
a spirituality that reflects the teaching of the Gospel that God in His abundant grace has granted 
enough resources that can be enjoyed by all in a spirit of sharing.  

As members of the Christian Conference of Asia, it is our earnest prayer that the Spirit of Christ will 
continue to help us to live as Easter people and enable us to commit ourselves to the theme of the 
14th CCA General Assembly to be held in Jakarta in May 2015: “Living together in the household of 
God”  in peace and harmony amidst Asian plurality.   

May the living Christ, journey with us to Jakarta and beyond;   

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN BANGLADESH 
Bishop Paul S Sarkar and Rev David A Das, General Secretary 

Celebrate the resurrection of our Lord! 

 Easter is here... Just after His Death for all humankind and Creation - A tremendous victorious & 
triumphant momentum for renewal of spirit, rekindling of faith and rejoicing with family and loved 
ones. Reach out to all those you care about and renew your family ties. Easter is here with new 
promises. Lilies, daisies and daffodils are in full bloom. White lily is a symbol of purity of faith and 
love,  

We Wish you all a Blessed Easter Sunday with joviality and fullness of spiritual Life and celebrating 
with you the Glory, Hope and the Promise of the miracle of this Sacred Day. 

QUEENSLAND CHURCHES TOGETHER 
Canon Richard Tutin, General Secretary 

Dear Friends 

The Thursday before Easter Day, called in some traditions Holy Thursday or Maundy Thursday, 
heralds the more intense focus on the events leading up to Jesus’ arrest, trial and crucifixion. We 
began this pilgrimage in earnest on Palm Sunday with the other days in Holy Week leading us to this 
time. My hope is that we can use the services we will be attending ove r the next few days as times 
of reflection, meditation, prayer and thanksgiving as we gather in the company of friends and family. 
Our great celebration will be Easter Day as we celebrate with great joy the resurrection of Jesus. The 
joyful cry of “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed” will be heard across all communities in Queensland. 



We recognise that for some of our brothers and sisters of the Orthodox tradition Palm Sunday is this 
coming Sunday as other Orthodox and Western traditions are celebrating Easter Day. Their Easter 
Day happens next Sunday 12 April. 

Whenever Easter is celebrated I, on behalf of all at Queensland Churches Together, wish everyone a 
very happy and holy season. May it be reflective and joyful as we remember and celebrate the great 
blessings God has showered upon us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

NSW ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
Rev’d John Barr, President and Fr Shenouda Mansour, General Secretary 

May the Risen Christ bless your service and ministry, blessing your church and community. 

As you gather in your communities , we remember at this time also, the homeless, the refugees, the 
asylum seekers, the displaced, War torn areas of the Middle East and other parts of the world,  

Refugee camps, the hungry, the sick and the dying and the lonely, asking God to resurrect them from 
their trials and tribulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ has risen, indeed He has Risen! 

NSW COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
The Reverend Dr Ross Clifford AM, President of the NSW Council of Churches 

At Easter, it is worth reminding ourselves of the positive role of faith, not only for our personal lives 
but also for the health and strength of our communities and our nation.  

In the death and resurrection of Jesus, we find a model of loving our neighbour, servanthood and 
forgiveness that empowers our personal lives and community. The resurrection of Jeus shows that 
God is concerned about the whole person, as the grave could not contain him. It is essential that we 
continue to live out these values in our community, and remind our community of the strength of the 
Easter message. We as a nation do not need a godless society, but one based on the foundation and 
values of the risen Christ. 

As we head into the long weekend we risk the danger of missing the shocking central message of 
Easter: everything depends on the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the humble 
carpenter’s son who is the Son of God.  



The early church championed this radical message. Today we struggle to accept the need for rich 
words like “sin,” “evil” and “repentance,” but look how alcohol abuse and problem gambling 
destroys people, families and communities. At the heart of our broad social problems and ethical 
challenges is the question of personal responsibility and accountability to God.    

Easter is the most significant celebration in the Christian calendar, a reminder of the depth of God’s 
love for us and the extent to which God was willing to go to demonstrate his love for us through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, the Son of God. Surveys consistently indicate that Easter is the most 
recognised Christian event and that over 50 per cent of Australians believe or are open to the 
message of the empty tomb. In this spirit, let us together confess our own personal and societal sins 
and look for personal and societal transformation.  

Easter is a time for all of us to reflect o being who God has called us to be.  
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