Social Justice Sunday

30 September 2012 
Peace in the marketplace: so all may live in dignity.

Call to Worship
(All standing)

(Ps 99:1-5)

The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble!

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!

The LORD is great in Zion; 

     he is exalted over all the peoples.

Let them praise your great and awesome name.

     Holy is he!

Mighty King, lover of justice, 

     you have established equity; 

you have executed justice 

     and righteousness in Jacob.

Extol the LORD our God; 

     worship at his footstool.

     Holy is he!

Gathering Prayer

We praise you, our God,

That you made the world good.

That you created male and female in your image, 

and invited us to share in your creative work.

 So this morning, as we gather in worship, we call to mind 

all places where people gather:

to work, to play,

to grieve, to celebrate,

to love, to struggle.

There is no place that you are not present,

no people beyond your care.

We pray for a new awareness of your holy balance

that speaks wholeness and love

into places of disintegration.

God who makes all things new,

Begin with us.  Amen.

Suggested Social Justice Readings: 

1 Kings 17: 8-16

Luke 6:20-26
Intercessions

(Based on Luke 6:20-26; may be read by two voices)

‘Blessed are you who are poor,

      for yours is the kingdom of God.’

God of the poor,

We hear your voice calling us to the reality of life in our land, in the country and in our cities.

The goodness of your creation has been twisted out of shape by the greed of people.

The land lifts up its voice in mourning, and the poor of the land cry out for justice.

Help us live out your just kingdom here in this part of the earth.

‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

     for you will be filled.’

God of the hungry,

Our indigenous brothers and sisters still struggle with worse health 

and lower life expectancy than the rest of our population;

asylum seekers still wait months and years for settlement in safety;

the elderly, ill and unemployed struggle to live on pensions.

Help us know how to share our resources wisely and generously

so that all may be filled.

‘Blessed are you who weep now,

      for you will laugh.’

God of the desolate,

Young girls are exploited to sell fashion clothes,

while women slave in sweat shops for minimum wages.

Men work long hours at dangerous jobs 

and young people turn to drugs and alcohol to cover their hopelessness.

We in the developed world enjoy our luxuries 

at the expense of those who struggle to make a living growing them.

Help us protect the humanity of those who produce the goods we use.

‘Blessed are you when people hate you, 

     and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you.’

God of the marginal,

Governments appear to favour those with economic power, 

instead of investing in education; 

megastores drive small businesses to the wall;

people deafened by the strident call to consume 

fail to hear the whispers of the homeless and hungry.

Help us to speak fearlessly for those with no voices, 

and to remember that your grace is abundant enough for all to share.

‘Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 

     for surely your reward is great in heaven.’

God of joy,

We pray that we who follow the way of Christ might live by your grace,

modelling care and integrity in our business transactions,

courage and hope in our politics,

and love and reconciliation in our relationships.

May our lives be evidenced by generosity, 

daring to live in hope,

that our life together might point beyond ourselves 

to the One in whose image we are made.

In the name of Jesus Christ, who showed us how to live.  

Amen.
Dismissal and Benediction

As we go from this place,

We take with us the remembrance of the wholeness of God’s creation.

Let us live creatively, not being conformed to the greed and self-centredness of our culture,

but being part of God’s transforming peace and reconciliation, that all people and things might experience life in God’s fullness.

And may the grace of God be found in all corners of your days,

the love of Christ meet you in every conversation,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit keep you aware of the needs of others,

this day and forevermore.

Amen.

Suggested Hymns: (all from Together in Song (TiS) unless otherwise stated)

Opening:188 Where wide sky rolls down; 672 (i) Lord of earth and all creation.

Eucharist: 544 God has a table; 640 Kneels at the feet of his friends

General: 473 Community of Christ; 468 We are your people; 634 All who love and serve your city; 629 When I needed a neighbour; 665 Jesus Christ is waiting; 690 Beauty for brokenness; 665 Jesus Christ is waiting; 822 

“When our song says peace” From Human Rites (worship resources compiled by Hannah Ward and Jennifer Wild, London: Mowbray, 1995):

“Hands shaped like a cradle”
Put peace into each other’s hands 

and like a treasure hold it, 

protect it like a candle-flame, 

with tenderness enfold it.

Put peace into each other’s hands 

with loving expectation; 

be gentle in your words and ways, 

in touch with God’s creation.

Put peace into each other’s hands 

like bread we break for sharing; 

look people warmly in the eye: 

our life is meant for caring.

As at communion, shape your hands, 

into a waiting cradle; 

the gift of Christ receive, revere, 

united round the table.

Put Christ into each other’s hands, 

he is love’s deepest measure; 

in love make peace, give peace a chance, 

and share it like a treasure.





(Fred Kaan)

Tunes: Ach Gott und Herr, or St Columba

Acknowledgement: These worship resources have been compiled by Rev Dr Meryl Blair for use with the Social Justice Sunday 2012 resource Peace in the Marketplace.
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