Another Tourism is Possible

Dear sisters and brothers,

Warm greetings to you from Ranjan Solomon, Executive Secretary, Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism (ECOT), Hong Kong and Dr.Prawate Khid-arn, General Secretary, Christian Conference of Asia, Hong Kong. I currently work with the Christian Conference of Asia on the CCA –UNESCAP programme on Youth and Positive Health Behaviour. I am here upon the request of the Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism to speak on their behalf. I consider it a privilege to represent the Ecumenical Coalition of Tourism on this occasion. 

We are very encouraged that the Gender Commission of the National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA) has undertaken this challenge of addressing issues of current tourism practices. As you already know, this is not a simple task but a pilgrimage.  - a pilgrimage that unearths and brings to light the injustices that are meted out in the name of development.  So tourism is not simple as what we can see on the surface. At a superficial level, it appears to be harmless and full of full and frolic, but in reality it is one of misery, exploitation and deprivation. 

On behalf of ECOT, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to the organizers, the National Council of Churches in Australia for inviting us and giving ECOT an opportunity to share some of our concerns on tourism with you.    

For me tourism has been a journey of more than eleven years of my life. On completion of my post graduation in environmental sciences, as a young environmental activist in my early twenties and concerned about current developments and its implications on both human and nature, I joined EQUATIONS, a non-profit organization based in Bangalore, India where I had my first encounter with tourism. EQUATIONS works towards transforming the inherently exploitative nature of mass tourism especially in India and the developing countries. EQUATIONS questions the real benefits of tourism to the host communities as well as its socio-cultural, economic and environmental impacts. 

My own journey:

Allow me to personalize this portion of my presentation. It helps me to express how I feel and what drives me in dealing with justice and tourism. I would like to share an experience that I had while I traveled to one of the tourist locations in the South of India many years ago. This little town known as Mahabalipuram is accredited as a world heritage centre and is one of the archeological marvels in the country. This temple town, which has drawn people from all around the world for its impressive rock-cut temples, has undergone a series of drastic changes in the way it is being promoted for tourism.  Right in the heart of the town, is a secondary school run by the government. As I walked by the school, apart from young and old men, I noticed, children aged between 8 – 13 selling trinkets to tourists. I met this bright little 9-year-old girl, selling trinkets.   She earned a few rupees a day and had dropped out of school to earn her living. She was the only breadwinner in her family.   As I walked a few steps ahead, I met another young woman who was the watchwomen guarding the garden with ancient sculptures. She said that she had lost out on her agricultural land to one of the big hotel chains and was now forced to take up this job to be able to provide atleast a meal a day to her children. As I walked along the by lanes of this town, I met a sculptor, a tourist guide, taxi driver, groceries seller and several others who had their own experience of tourism. For many, each day seemed to be a struggle as they had lost out on their traditional occupations to take up jobs in tourism. 

Our work on the field helped me ground myself into seeing and understanding tourism from the viewpoint of those communities in the tourist areas. This to me is the perspective of those men, women and children who are traveled upon rather than that of the traveler or the tourist industry at large.  It is only by listening to the voices, which are often marginalized by mainstream tourism and economic structures and trade regimes that govern the world is ANOTHER TOURISM POSSIBLE!

Some Definitions……………..

A TOURIST is ‘a visitor whose visit is for at least one night and whose main purpose of visit may be classified under one of the following groups: (a) leisure and holidays, (b) business and professional; (c) other tourism purposes’.

CHILD as defined by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1990 is “every human being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier”.

CHILD PROSTITUTION refers to the sexual exploitation of a child for remuneration in cash or in kind, usually but not always organized by an intermediary (parent, family member, procurer, teacher, etc).

SEX TOURISM is ‘tourism which has as its primary purpose the effecting of a commercial relationship.’ Ron O’ Grady, 1994, “The rape of the innocent”, p.53.

A SEX TOURIST is a man or woman who, passing through or visiting a country, which is different from his/her habitual environment, also engages in sexual relations with children. (ECPAT Definition).

A PAEDOPHILE refers to any adult who habitually seeks the company of child/children for the gratification of his/her sexual needs. 

TRAFFICKING in persons means the recruitment, transportation, purchase, sale, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons: by threat or use of violence, abduction, force, fraud, deception or coercion (including the abuse of authority) or debt bondage, for the purpose of placing or holding such person, whether for pay or not, in forced labour or slavery-like practices, in a community other than the one in which such person lived at the time of the original act (Ms.Radhika Commaraswamy, the former UN special Rapporteur on Violence against Women).
My sharing for this evening is divided into five segments:

1. Global Tourism and its dimensions – An Overview

2.  Women and Children – Stark Realities  

· Women remain invisible hosts

· Sex Tourism – A development issue

· Link between Tourism and Prostitution

· Factors that create a conductive environment for exploitation of women and children

· Tourism’s Shame – An Analysis

3. In God’s Image: A Theological Response 

4. Initiatives around the world and in Australia

5. Some suggestions for action on Sex Tourism 

Global Tourism and its dimensions – An Overview

Tourism in general brings to one’s mind, pictures of clear blue seas and skies, natural forests, wildlife and other attractions in colourful brochures, posters and picture postcards. This is primarily mooted by vigorous advertising campaigns by tour operators, airlines, hotel industry and travel agencies with lucrative offers, deals and packages in both developing and developed countries which has only increased several fold.  Additionally, opening up of new routes by airlines and lesser restrictions to length of stay have further enhanced the capacity to travel.  The governments have complimented the promotional drive of the tourism industry by opening up their coastlines, backwater and pristine natural zones for the rigorous development of tourism. Subsidies and tax holidays have followed thereby attracting both national and international investments for infrastructure development. 

While travel itself is not new, modern international travel has changed travel into “Tourism” which is a leisure time activity and relatively a new phenomenon.  Over the last fifty years, the number of people travelling across nations has increased and the recent development show higher frequency of trips and shorter stays. International tourist arrivals in the year 1950 were 25 million. Figures from World Tourism Organization reported in July 2005 estimated that international tourism arrivals reached 763 million, an increase of 10% over 2003. The industry has created the drive for an insatiable need to travel and experience the unknown. 
Leakages in Tourism:
Current trends in tourism and travel related services tend to be strongly dominated by tourist sending countries - developed countries, which have had the economic and technological advantages in terms of transportation, communication and financial systems. On the other hand, it is an undisputed fact that developing countries lag behind in this competitive global tourism sector. This has tended to widen the gap between the developing and developed countries by siphoning much of the gains from tourism back to the developed countries. The tourism turnover projections have always hidden the return of profit drained to the developed countries. Experiences of tourism in countries like India, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Maldives have shown that even the little gained in tourism has not percolated to the advantage of the local communities. It has been found that an average of 20% is what stays back in the visited country. This may vary a bit this way or the other. The remaining 20% goes to the higher echelons of society in the Third World.  For instance 60% of Thailand’s $4 billion a year tourism revenues leave the country
. According to data from UNEP, estimates for other Third World countries range from 80% in the Caribbean and 40% in India. In most all-inclusive tour packages, about 80% of travelers expenditures’ go to the airlines, hotels and other international companies (who often have their headquarters in traveler’ countries) and not to local businesses or hotels. While at the same time, tourism in local tourist centres has destroyed primary production economies – agriculture, fishing and related industries while giving rise to drug abuse, sexual exploitation and trafficking of women and children. In Kenya and Tanzania, the creation of game parks/safaris have displaced people and dislocated local economies. Local fishermen in Penang, Malaysia have been displaced by beach hotels creating conflict and resentment. The recent Tsunami has clearly revealed the heavy costs nations had to pay for destroying precious mangrove forests along the coastlines to develop beach tourism. There is the shift from agriculture to services and the trade off between industry and services. Mostly these projects are with private, non-local companies. 

Therefore, in the context of the present liberalized and free market economy, tourism continues to be promoted at the cost of the scarce resources that the local communities depend upon. People are lured into tourism activities and nation states are ‘arm-twisted’ to open their economies for tourism so as to receive foreign direct investment. Does such investment really cover the gap between rich and poor? The questions remains - Who really benefits from Tourism? 

If tourism is to be promoted for economic and social benefit at tourist destinations and not merely as a commercial activity, it should be by the people, for the people and of the people
.

Women and Children – Stark Realities 

Marginalized sections of our society, which include women, children and indigenous peoples, have seen yet another side of tourism.  Research, studies and experiences on women and tourism have shown that tourism has further impacted on the lives of already marginalized women by usurping and restricting their rightful access to natural resources, portraying them as objects in the promotion of tourism and negating them in the entire process of decision making. 

Women remain invisible hosts:

Women’s economic activities in tourism remain highly concentrated in low-wage, low productivity and unstable forms of employment, with men dominating the highest pay in occupations and women the lowest. Studies have shown that men tend to predominate in the formal sector of the tourism industry in many countries with women comprising a small percentage of those employed. Given the condition of work, generally low pay, lack of benefits and absence of human resource development in this area, serious concerns arise about women’s longer-term prosperity. Although increased tourism may mean more jobs for women in the formal sector, questions about the nature, quality and type of work activities available as well as the differential access of men and women to such oppurtunities are to be raised. 

Women’s social and economic status and overall economic empowerment are influenced by their status and role in the family and community, their access to and control over resources. Access to local resources can be restricted by tourism development as services are diverted from the community to hotels and resorts. The over consumption of water by the hotels has resulted in conflict over water distribution to the communities in Goa, India. There are no national laws to ensure that living and resource space taken for tourism development would be by default compensated by job oppurtunities and income through tourism for local women. This also questions the myth that ‘increased tourism means increased job oppurtunities for women’ since such jobs would be for a particular strata/class of – urban/educated women. In fact this would lead to polarization of women i.e. between tourism employed urban and jobless rural women, rather than unity.   Promotion of tourism through subsidies and tax holidays will divert resources from the social budget with negative implications for social services. All of this will negatively impact on the daily lives of women in terms of their work activities, their food and nutritional status, and their access to education and health care.

Women are often exploited in the marketing of tourism. The image portrayed by the governments promoting tourism and tourism industry has an impact on the way women are treated at the destinations. Sex tourism follows when women are clandestinely portrayed as objects that are available for mass consumption. With the increase in the multinational hotel chains, tour operators and travel agencies, the countries where tourists come from in order to sell the destinations for maximum profit will determine the production of the promotional materials. In this context two questions are raised. Firstly, how much control will the destination country have over the information produced about its society? Secondly, will the destination country have a say in determining the role of women in the tourism industry, which are in accordance with the cultural norms of the destination.

The governments in order to compete to attract capital and investment will eliminate whatever the multinational corporations see as constraints for profit maximization. Policies may change to suit the multinational corporations. Harmonization of domestic laws to facilitate the smooth functioning of the Multinational chains will ensure that any conflict that the local populace has will be ruled out.  Local governance systems will be effectively rendered impotent to address the situation. Article 1(3) of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) states that the legal text of the GATS which talks of the scope of the GATS agreement mentions that in “fulfilling its obligation and commitments, each member shall take such reasonable measures as maybe available to it to ensure their observance by regional and local governments and authorities and non governmental bodies within its territory.  This clearly implies that the GATS agreement has precedence if it comes into conflict with national, regional and local priorities
.   

The new WTO regime will add to the already existing pressures of the communities in the tourism destinations and reinforce existing gender inequalities. Privatization, deregulation and liberalization will mean increased marginalization, less access to productive resources (i.e., land, water, farming inputs, jobs) and reproductive resources (i.e., adequate and affordable healthcare and food). As GATS specifically deals with national governments and multinationals, people’s participation does not feature in it all and all the more women’s participation and their role in decision-making.

Sex Tourism – A development issue:

A Global Phenomenon

Sex tourism is the dark and deplorable side of the global phenomenon of tourism. It is recognized as an overt component of the touristic attractiveness of several countries. Today, there are very places in the world that are immune from sex tourism and new places emerge yearly. Countries that have been identified for sex tourists include Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, Sri Lanka in South and Southeast Asia. Other countries in the west include Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico, Netherlands and certain parts of Africa are now being frequented by “sex tourists” looking for minors as a result of a shift in the business from Asia following police crackdowns. With the collapse of the Soviet block, several countries such as Russia, Hungary and the Czech Republic have become popular centres for sex tourists too. In the post-Tsunami situation, several of the sex tourists have been on the prowl to lay their hands on children whose lives are at increased risk in the Tsunami affected countries of Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand. 

Tourism is a major industry in South and South-east Asia. For most of the countries in the region, tourism is one of the most important sources of foreign exchange and employment generation. International tourism visitation has demonstrated almost continued growth since the late 1970s at a rate well above the world average.  Tourism has therefore been integral to the region’s economic development. However, the commodification of the human body by the sex tourism industry shows that there are multi-faceted and interrelated reasons for the development of sex tourism in the region. 

The American military presence in South-east Asia and in Thailand in particular, created the foundation for sex tourism in several ways. First, it maintained and reinforced indigenous power relationships, which were exploited through prostitution. Second, it served to commodify local bodies for the pleasures of foreigners and thereby increase the market value of female sexual capacity. Third, it created a series of economic structures and dependencies, which would be filled by the international tourist once the military forces departed
. 

It was in 1990 that a group of Asian researchers first exposed that commercial sexual exploitation was increasing in Asian countries. A part of the reason for the increase was that the number of western pedophiles and sex tourists who were creating the demand for such children. Aggressive tourism promotion policies were pursued by a number of governments in the Asia Pacific region. This rapid growth of tourism during the 1970s and 1980s coincided with the emergence or expansion of the child sex industry in several countries. Some come as businessmen or retirees and establish relationship with local families in poor areas to facilitate access to children. Others have set up guesthouses or orphanages where they offer services to visiting members of the networks. Also with sexual exploitation is also the photographing and videographing of children. Child pornography through the Internet is alarming. 

In Sri Lanka, most of the children come from marginalized communities and from very low-income households. Such children are approached by sex tourists as well as indirectly through an agent. According to the Associated Press (10/11/2004), Cartagena, a sparkling colonial city on the coast that Colombians call “the jewel of the Caribbean”, has become a magnet for men, many of them Europeans seeking sex with young girls, sometimes boys. Again, many of the children come from families displaced from their rural homes by fighting the leftist rebels, government forces and right-wing paramilitary groups. 

The flow of international capital and visitors to the less developed countries has led several commentators to conclude that prostitution in tourism is an inevitable consequence of mass tourism. 

Link between tourism and prostitution:

It has been argued that the first link between tourism and prostitution occurs at a symbolic level through the sexual images used by the tourism industry. In some countries’ advertising it still exists but to a very small extent
. The more explicit material aimed at sex tourists use sexual imagery in the advertisement of mainstream tourism products. 

In the advertisements, the central embodiment of pleasure is the female body, not the male, and that is why it is the female body that is used to represent the pleasure of the beach holiday. On the side of the tourists, the tourists visit different places in order to see and do new things – they search for novelty. 

While a relationship between tourism and prostitution is drawn, it is to be noted that tourists are drawn towards ‘selectively celebrated sites’, they delight in the ‘exotic’, and that they are self-indulgent. Thus tourism becomes not simply a provider and creator of demand for prostitution, but in the very processes of creating places attracts an attention whereby tourism becomes a catalyst for subsequent change
.

Factors that create a conductive environment for exploitation of women and children:

Tourist location:

The tourist location offers the concealment for criminal action. In the context of the tourist and the prostitute, the tourist location offers the concealment of anonymity, which reduces ties of responsibility.

Media:

Tourism promotion in magazines and newspapers promises would-be vacationers more than sun, sea and sand; they are also offered the fourth ‘s’- sex. 

Oppurtunity in tourism:

In the case of sex tourism, it may be argued that the opportunity to visit a woman, boy or girl child arises within a context of hedonism, relaxation and escape. The tourist trip provides an opportunity. The tourist industry sustains the sex industry in part by enabling demand to be operationalised in locations away from home. 

Lax enforcement of laws:

Studies have shown that the likelihood of the abusers being caught in certain tourist locations is very low. Also there has been negligible action taken against the agents of trafficking and perpetrators of this trade. 

In some cases where laws exist, the fact is that the laws for most part are still very weak, and there’s corruption in the application of the law.

Silence from civil society and faith communities:

General public or other travelers do not report or are not willing to talk or openly discuss the issue. Many a times, women and children who are abused and sexually exploited do not complain. Faith communities have not done enough to openly debate issues of tourism amongst their own communities. 

The need to act on the issue is often wished away by the argument that the children who are commercially exploited for sex are not from their area/country. 

Non-availability of social and economic safely net:

There is the absence of an adequate social and economic safety net to reach families of children before they are caught by the sex industry.

Tourism’s Shame – An Analysis

According to researchers, the attitude of the sex tourist has been variously identified as being exploitative. The illicit may go so far as to include the forced provision of sexual service to the tourist. In this situation not only does the tourist clearly now begin to share the possibility of condemnation, but so also the institutions and individuals which allow such a situation to exist. 

Women and children are simply commodities to be purchased, and like other goods have no rights. However it will be contended that it is not simply a matter of age and gender and that is at issue, but essentially a question of economic as well as cultural power. The sex slavery and trafficking are part of the wider exploitation of the poor. Recent data from the US government showed that approximately 600,000 – 800,000 people are being trafficked across international borders every year.  ILO Statistics states that 200,000 – 250,000 women and children are trafficked annually in South East Asia alone.


As reported in Tourism Scan (Vol.1, Issue 3, December 2004), the total number of children being trafficked in Thailand could be rising by 20 percent each year, earning the country, the dubious reputation of being South Asia’s human trafficking hub. The victims might be regarded as those at the very margins of social and political processes condemned by those processes to a poverty, which leaves them defenseless, and against unprincipled exploitation. 

Demand and Supply

There is a strong link between commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking. The factors that influence trafficking are on the demand and supply side.

On the demand side, the demand from male sex buyers creates a strong profit incentive for traffickers to entrap more victims, fuelling the growth of trafficking in persons. International organizations have been called to play an important role to tackle the demand. Other factors are the growing sex industry and the growing demand for exploitable labor. Also is the growing demand for cheap, vulnerable and illegal labor

On the supply side, poverty, corruption, lack of education, and the eternal human yearning for improving one’s life make people vulnerable to the lures of trafficking. 

In God’s image – A theological reflection

· The first and the foremost aspect is that every human being is created in the image of God and for his glory. It therefore becomes imperative that every human being deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. No one has been given the authority to destroy the other physically, socially, culturally, economically, emotionally and spiritually.

· Secondly, God gave the earth and all that it contains to human kind to be responsible stewards. In this understanding, we are called to care for all creation, we cannot be silent spectators or remain apathetic to the plight of those of our sisters and brothers who are exploited by the tourism industry, which claims to promote peace and harmony.

· Thirdly, God commands us to love our neighbour. We see this neighbour in the lives of our hosts in tourist centres who untiringly serve us with love as we travel through various continents on our holidays. We cannot be indifferent. 

· Fourthly, God created women and men equal and responsible for each other’s happiness. Sexuality thus must be defined and pursued as instrument of God’s love and passion for joyful relationships.

· Fifthly, we are called to speak against injustice and the conditions that widen the gap between the rich and the poor. Sr.Michelle Lopez, Centre Foundation of Life, Thailand quotes in her paper – The Dimensions of Sex Tourism and initiatives to combat it, “The poor constitute the real presence of Christ.” To believe this is real POWER... God is terribly near. God is around us wherever we go. In the sex bars, trafficked, sold and resold. The great challenge is that we still need to “find the face of God in the features of every crucified human, especially women and children – no matter how inhuman. For if we don’t, we shall not experience how incredibly near God actually is. 

Initiatives around the world:
Policy documents or Codes of Conduct on commercial sexual exploitation of children:

· World Tourism Organization's Global Code of Ethics for Tourism (1999) 

· World Tourism Organization's Manila Declaration on the Social Impact of Tourism (1997) 

· The Resolution to combat Child Sex Tourism of the Federation of International Youth Travel Organizations (1997) 

· The Declaration against the Sexual Exploitation of Children of the Confederation of the National Associations of Hotels, Restaurants, Cafés and Similar Establishments of the European Union and the European Economic Area (1997) 

· The Resolution on Prostitution Tourism and Standard Agreement of the International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers' Association (1997) 

· Inter-Sectoral Unit for Tourism of the Organization of American States' Condemnation of Illicit Practices Relating to Tourism, Especially the Prostitution of Minors (1997) 

· European Tourism Action Group's statement of support to the European Commissions' interventions to end child sex tourism (1997) 

· Council on Economic Priorities Accreditation Agency has developed Social Accountability 8000, a global standard for ethical aspects of companies' activities, including tourism activities (1997) 

· Pacific Asia Travel Association adopted a resolution in support of ECPAT (1996) 

· The Resolution against the sexual exploitation of children of the International Hotel and Restaurants Association (1996) 

· The Final Resolution condemning commercial sexual exploitation of children of the International Air Transport Association (1996) 

· The Code of Conduct against the Sexual Exploitation of Children of the International Federation of Tour Operators (1996) 

· The Declaration against child sex tourism of the Group of National Tour Operators' Associations within the European Union (1996) 

· Confederación de Organizaciones Turísticas de América Latina (Confederation of Latin American Tourism Organizations) wrote a letter condemning sex tourism and supporting the World Tourism Organization's campaign (1996) 

· World Tourism Organization's Statement on the Prevention of Organized Sex Tourism (1995) 

· The Resolution against Sex Tourism of the International Federation of Women's Travel Organizations (1995) 

· Green Globe Certification is an environmental programme with certification rights, developed by the World Travel and Tourism Council for travel and tourism companies and tourism destinations (1994) 

· Universal Federation of Travel Agents' Associations adopted The Child and Travel Agents' Charter (1993) 

In-flight Videos:

1. ECPAT Luxemburg produced an in-flight video, which has been shown on a number of Airlines such as Air France, Corsair and others since March 1999.

2. Lufthansa and Austrian Air has also developed in-flight videos.

Traveler awareness campaign materials:

ECPAT Belgium, ECPAT Netherlands, ECPAT France and ECPAT Germany developed luggage tags for distribution to European travelers to educate them about the dangers and illegality of child sex tourism. 

ECPAT Italy and ECPAT Sweden produced a Ticket pouch for distribution by tour and travel operators to remind travelers to respect the rights of children in destination countries to their sexual integrity. 

ECPAT USA has designed and distributed an educational brochure to inform Americans about the extraterritorial provisions of US law against child sex tourism. 

ECPAT Australia has a travel industry information kit for travel agents, and leaflets to inform travelers about the laws in Australia against child sex tourism.

Codes of Conduct for Tourism and Travel operators

1998 ECPAT Sweden initiated the development of a Tour Operators Code of Conduct against Child Sex Tourism for the Tourism Industry. The Code is a set of six criteria, originally developed by Scandinavian tour operators with the support of the Nordic Council of Ministers and the WTO, and the financing of the European Commission. The criteria call for the establishment of an ethical policy regarding child sex tourism, and continuous training of staff on the issue. Hotels and other partners agree to observe the code, and to provide information to travelers. In situ evaluations of the Code as applied in six different tourist destinations have yielded encouraging results.

By the end of 1999, interest in the Code was expressed in other countries. The programme expanded to include respect in Austria and ECPAT Germany (both in 2000); and ECPAT groups in Italy, Netherlands and the UK (in 2001). This has led to an increase in the number of tour companies who are signatories as well as the number of destinations where staff training takes place. Currently, training takes place in Dominican Republic, Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, Thailand, India and Sri Lanka. In September 2000 a Steering Committee was set up to look into the monitoring possibilities for the implementation of the Code. Its work is on-going.

Source: ECPAT International, 

http://www.ecpat.net/eng/Ecpat_inter/projects/sex_tourism/sex_tourism.asp
Sending Countries – Extraterritorial Laws

The tourist sending countries have been forced to bring in new legislation such as the extraterritorial laws into their legal systems. The extraterritorial law allows prosecuting the national citizens for crimes committed abroad which can be all crimes, certain crimes or specifically sexual crimes against children. 

Some existing initiatives in Australia:
Australia has ratified the United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child with the Convention coming into force in January 1991 (House of Representatives Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs).

As a result of this public pressure the Australian State and Federal government agreed to support such measures and on 5 July 1994, The Crimes (Child Sex Tourism) Amendment Act 1994 (Commonwealth of Australia Gazette, 1994: 1479). It inserted a new Part III A into the Crimes Act 1914 to deal with the activities of 

1. Australia who travel overseas for the sexual exploitation of child prostitutes 

2. Those responsible for organizing overseas tours for the purpose of engaging in sexual relations or activities with minor; and

3. Those who otherwise profit from child sexual exploitation.

The Act makes such activities the subject of criminal offences punishable in Australia and sets out the following:

· The nature of offences committed under the new Part IIIA

· Defences to these offences

· The provision of evidence by video link in proceedings under this Part and

· The provision of rules relating to the conduct of trials under this Part.

The principle aim of this legislation is to provide a real and enforceable deterrent to the sexual abuse of children outside Australia by Australian citizens and residents. The Bill also focuses on the activities of those who promote, organize and profit from child sex tourism. Provided they operate from Australia, or have a relevant link with Australia, they, too, will be able to be prosecuted for their contribution to the abuse of foreign children….

Certainly, the trafficking of women and children is not confined to the sex industry. Indeed the sex industry represents but part of a wider global exploitation of those vulnerable through poverty, age and gender. 

Some suggestions for action on Sex tourism:

Resistance to sex tourism should be part of a wider campaign against tourism in general. The ideology of cheap holidays is part of the ideology of cheap goods, cheap labour and cheap sex. 

· Create awareness by talking to your family, friends, neighbours and colleagues and by presenting information to the media, newspaper, radio and TV.

· Speak openly in Churches, Bible Study groups and evolve creative ways for action.

· Employers of forced labour and exploiters of victims trafficked for sexual exploitation must be named and shamed.

· Publicly condemn travel agencies that promote sexual exploitation of women and children through tourism.

· Lobby/Boycott travel agencies that sell sex tours to Asian and other destinations.

· Approach national airlines requesting they show “In Flight” videos on flights to Asia and other destinations opposing the sexual exploitation of women and children. Videos must state that sex with children and using children for pornography is a crime and punishable by International and National Law.

· Support international organizations working on combat trafficking of women and children and the sexual exploitation of women and children such as ECPAT, EQUATIONS, UNICEF, ECOT and others. 

· Implement the ILO and UN Declarations at national level.

· Lobby for a National Tourism Policy that will be explicit about denouncing sexual exploitation of women and children within its own context. 

Conclusion:

What is the way forward? What choices do we have as we go ahead with our response? We can take lessons from the Biblical parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10: 30 – 37.  The choice that too many of us make is to be the priest and the Levite. We just walk past the problem. Perhaps, we go into the comfort zone of our homes, churches, and to meetings and safely analyze or condemn what we saw. The victims of tourism’s oft-ugly ways are not going to be satisfied with our empty condemnations unless they are accompanied by commensurate action that goes to the root of their issues. That demands being at the location of the suffering, or having our people right there where the victimization is happening. From a distance we can also act in our own ways- being the innkeepers of the victims, sending out signs and symbols of support and solidarity that can make the difference, being advocates, lobbyists for better legislation, and enhanced mechanisms by which legislations can be enforced. 

Those women and children who are exploited and abused are our sisters and brothers. In our minds, we must always try to picture the sex tourist on the beach who meets the vulnerable child, where people ravage and plunder the wealth of the forests in the name of ecotourism, where precious mangrove forests are cut down to enable a clear view of the ocean for the tourists, the fishing village whose access to the beach is cut off as a five-star hotel chain fences off and privatizes the beach. That is where, oppression happens and that is where, we who claim to love God and our neighbour need to be.  

And what does God ask of us: To love mercy, do justice, and walk humbly with God. 
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Facts on Trafficking:





30 Million women and children in Asia (UN, 1998)


80% of cross-border trafficked persons are female, 50% are children (2004 US trafficking report)


1.2 Million children are trafficked (ILO)


US$5 –7 billion operation annually (UN, Europol)
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