Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Day’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 2 — Monday 6 June

THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM

Readings

Isaiah 55:1-4 Come to the waters

Psalm 85: 8-13 Surely salvation is at hand

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 For in one spirit we were all baptized into

one body

John 15:1-13 | am the true vine |
|

Commentary

The Church of Jerusalem in the Acts of the Aposieke model of the unity we seek today. As sitch,
reminds us that prayer for Christian unity canrefdr uniformity, because unity from the beginniras
been characterized by rich diversity. The Churcbestisalem is the model of unity in diversity.

The narrative of Pentecost in the Book of Actsste that there were represented in Jerusalemabmialy
all the languages and cultures of the ancient Medibean world and beyond. People heard the gaspel
their diverse languages, and who through the pnegaf Peter were united to each other in repertainc
the waters of baptism, and through the outpourintp® Holy Spirit. Or, as Paul would later writd50r in
the one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we werealeno
drink of one Spirit.” It is not a uniform communitf the likeminded, culturally and linguisticallynited
people who were one in the apostles’ teaching a&fldwship, but a richly diverse community, whase
differences could easily erupt into controversyctswas the case between the Hellenists and theeltebr
Christians over the neglect of the Greek widowd, @ relates in Acts 6.1. And yet the Jerusalenrain
was at unity within itself, and one with the Ridssrd who says “I am the vine, you are the branchiésse
who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit.”

Rich diversity characterizes the churches in Jégos#o this day, as it does around the world. it easily
erupt into controversy in Jerusalem, accentuatethéyurrent hostile political climate. But likeetlearliest
Jerusalem church, Christians in Jerusalem todajnceos that we are many members of one body, & unit
in diversity. According to the portrayal of the kealy Jerusalem in Revelation 21:22-27 diversitg anity
will be found in the new creation. They remind hattdifference and diversity are not the same asidn
and disunity, and that the Christian unity for whige pray always preserves authentic diversity.

For Reflection/Discussion

* In what ways is your congregation diverse? United?
* In what ways are your local churches diverse? dfite
* How could both unity and diversity be further depsd for growth, enrichment and outreach, locally,
regionally, nationally?
* Why do we find it so hard to embrace differencehimithe church universal? Why is visible unity viith
the Christian church so important?

Prayer

God, from whom all life flows in its rich diversityou call
your Church as the body of Christ to be unitecbirel May we
learn more deeply our unity in diversity, strivework together < _ _

to preach, and build up the Kingdom of your abundave to v—"j (I\;ﬁnon?‘l Co_unzl of i
all, accompanying each other in each place, aralliplaces. = hurches in Australia
May we always be mindful of Christ as the sourceuwf life Faith and Unity Commission
together. We pray in the unity of the Spirit. Amen.




