Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Da’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 1 — Sunday 5 June

THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM

Readings

Joel 2:21-22, 28-29 | will pour out my spirit on all flesh
Psalm 46 God is in the midst of the city

Acts 2:1-12 When the day of Pentecost had come
John 14:15-21 This is the spirit of truth

Commentary
The journey of this Week of Prayer for Christianityrbegins in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecosheat
beginning of the Church'’s own journey.

The theme of this week is “They devoted themseiodbe apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to theaking
of the bread and the prayers.” The “they” is thdiest Church of Jerusalem born on the day of teté€tost
when the Advocate, the Spirit of truth descendeghuthe first believers, as promised by God throtigh
prophet the Joel and by the Lord Jesus on the bigflore his suffering and death. All who live imtiauity
with the day of Pentecost live in continuity witietearliest Church of Jerusalem with it leader,efanihis
church is the mother church of us all. It providies image of the Christian unity for which we pithys
week.

According to an ancient eastern tradition, the ession of the church comes through continuity i
first Christian community of Jerusalem, thus maiitay its fellowship with the apostles. The Chumh
Jerusalem in apostolic times is linked with theveedy Church of Jerusalem, which in turn becomes
icon of all Christian churches. The sign of coniiynwvith the Church of Jerusalem for all the cheshs
maintaining the “marks” of the first Christian comnity through our devotion to the “apostles’ teachand
fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and thayprs.”

The present churches of Jerusalem live in congirwith the apostolic Church of Jerusalem partidylar
its costly witness to the truth. Its witness to tiespel and its struggles against inequality arndsiite
reminds us that prayer for Christian unity is ireeyole from prayer for peace and justice.

For Reflection/ Discussion

* What do you know about the ‘present church of Jdems’'? What do you think it would be like to
be this church?

» Do you feel any continuity/connection with the ottuin Jerusalem? How? Is this relevant or wort
thinking about in 2% Century churches?

* Does the image of Christian unity portrayed in flassage resemble the Christian community to
which you belong? Are the ‘marks’ of the first Gitran community still visible in your church?

* How does/can your local church join with other anas in working for peace and justice?

Prayer

Almighty and Merciful God, with great power you bated
together the first Christians in the city of Jetasg through .
the gift of the Holy Spirit, defying the earthly wer of the i B

Roman empire. Grant that, like this first churcld@musalem B ) .

we may come together to be bold in preaching andgithe VM' National Council of

good news of reconciliation and peace, whereverethie p— Churches in Australia
inequality and injustice. We pray in the name oSuig Faith and Unity Commission
Christ, who liberates us from the bondage of sid death.
Amen.
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Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Day’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 2 — Monday 6 June

THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM

Readings

Isaiah 55:1-4 Come to the waters

Psalm 85: 8-13 Surely salvation is at hand

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 For in one spirit we were all baptized into

one body

John 15:1-13 | am the true vine |
|

Commentary

The Church of Jerusalem in the Acts of the Aposieke model of the unity we seek today. As sitch,
reminds us that prayer for Christian unity canrefdr uniformity, because unity from the beginniras
been characterized by rich diversity. The Churcbestisalem is the model of unity in diversity.

The narrative of Pentecost in the Book of Actsste that there were represented in Jerusalemabmialy
all the languages and cultures of the ancient Medibean world and beyond. People heard the gaspel
their diverse languages, and who through the pnegaf Peter were united to each other in repertainc
the waters of baptism, and through the outpourintp® Holy Spirit. Or, as Paul would later writd50r in
the one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we werealeno
drink of one Spirit.” It is not a uniform communitf the likeminded, culturally and linguisticallynited
people who were one in the apostles’ teaching a&fldwship, but a richly diverse community, whase
differences could easily erupt into controversyctswas the case between the Hellenists and theeltebr
Christians over the neglect of the Greek widowd, @ relates in Acts 6.1. And yet the Jerusalenrain
was at unity within itself, and one with the Ridssrd who says “I am the vine, you are the branchiésse
who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit.”

Rich diversity characterizes the churches in Jégos#o this day, as it does around the world. it easily
erupt into controversy in Jerusalem, accentuatethéyurrent hostile political climate. But likeetlearliest
Jerusalem church, Christians in Jerusalem todajnceos that we are many members of one body, & unit
in diversity. According to the portrayal of the kealy Jerusalem in Revelation 21:22-27 diversitg anity
will be found in the new creation. They remind hattdifference and diversity are not the same asidn
and disunity, and that the Christian unity for whige pray always preserves authentic diversity.

For Reflection/Discussion

* In what ways is your congregation diverse? United?
* In what ways are your local churches diverse? dfite
* How could both unity and diversity be further depsd for growth, enrichment and outreach, locally,
regionally, nationally?
* Why do we find it so hard to embrace differencehimithe church universal? Why is visible unity viith
the Christian church so important?

Prayer

God, from whom all life flows in its rich diversityou call
your Church as the body of Christ to be unitecbirel May we
learn more deeply our unity in diversity, strivework together < _ _

to preach, and build up the Kingdom of your abundave to v—"j (I\;ﬁnon?‘l Co_unzl of i
all, accompanying each other in each place, aralliplaces. = hurches in Australia
May we always be mindful of Christ as the sourceuwf life Faith and Unity Commission
together. We pray in the unity of the Spirit. Amen.




Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Da’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 3 — Tuesday 7 June

DEVOTION TO THE
APOSTLES' TEACHING

UNITES US
Readings
Isaiah 51:4-8 Listen to me, my people
Psalm 119:105-112 Your word is a lamp to my feet
Romans 1:15-17 Eagerness to proclaim the gospel
John 17:6-19 | have made your name known
Commentary

The Church of Jerusalem in the Acts of the Apostlas united in its devotion to the apostles’ teagh
despite the great diversity of language and culimengst its members. This teaching Paul receirad
them in person less than two decades after Chrnisssrrection. He sought to hand on this ‘apostolic
tradition’ faithfully (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-8)alting it ‘the gospel of God' (see Romans 1:1-3 for
example). The apostles’ teaching is exemplifiecPleyer’s preaching in Jerusalem on the day of Pesitec
In his use of the prophet Joel, he connects thedbhwith the biblical story of the people of Godawing
us into the narrative that begins in creation fitsel

Despite divisions the Word of God gathers and snite. The apostles’ teaching, the good news iitsall
fullness, was at the centre of unity in diversifytloe first Church of Jerusalem. Christians in datem
remind us today that it is not simply the “apostteaching” that the united earliest church, butaten to
that teaching. Such devotion is reflected in Pdehtifying the gospel as “the power of God for aitin.”
(Romans 1:16)

The prophet Isaiah reminds us that God’s teachsnmseparable from God’s “justice for a light teeth
peoples.” Or, as the psalmist prays, “Your word lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Your desrare
my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.”

For Reflection/Discussion

» Most of us have favourite passages of scripturaresbne of yours with the group, and if possibég, s
why it is special for you.

» Do you consider yourself devoted to the Word of Gddow do you express / live out that devotion?
» How does modern Biblical scholarship help us taedveinderstand and appreciate the Word of God i
Scripture? F

Prayer

God of Light, we give you thanks for the revelatiohyour
truth in Jesus Christ, your Living Word, which weave
received through the apostles’ teaching, first teat . ) _
Jerusalem. May your Holy Spirit continue to saryctié in the / National Councilof
truth of your Son, so that united in Christ we ngrgw in = 7" Churches in Australia
devotion to the Word, and together serve your Kamgdn Faith and Unity Commission

humility and love. We pray in fellowship with theastles
and all those in Christ. Amen.




Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Da’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 4 — Wednesday 8 June

SHARING, AN EXPRESSION OF OUR UNITY

Reading

Isaiah 58:6-10 s it not to share your bread with the hungry
Psalm 37:1-11 Trust in the Lord and do good

Acts 4:32-37 Everything they owned was held in common

Matthew 6:25-34 Strive first for the kingdom of God

Commentary

The sign of continuity with the apostolic Church Jd#rusalem is “devotion to the apostles’ teaching
fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and theyprs.” The Church in Jerusalem, having receivedyift
of the Holy Spirit, was led beyond the former distion between what was ‘holy / sacred’ and ‘preféar
unclean’. To be in fellowshigk¢inonia) means that all barriers are now down — becauws&firit has come
everything is now ‘open’kpinos — cf Peter's dream in Acts 10:9-16). And tlkginonia had practica
conseguences — sharing, being open to one andtttsrstates that ‘All who believed were togethed aad
all thingskoinos; they would sell their possessions and goods astdldite to all, as any had need” (Ad
2:44-45). Today's reading from the Book of Actskbnsuch radical sharing with the powerful apost
“testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesusl great grace was upon them all.”

Such a sharing of resources characterizes thefli@hristian people in Jerusalem today. It is & sigtheir
continuity with the first Christians; it is a sigimd a challenge to all the churches. It links @owtion of the
Gospel, the celebration of the Eucharist and theviship (or communion) of the Christian communitith
radical equality and justice for all. In so far sach sharing is a testimony to the resurrectiothefLord
Jesus, and a sign of continuity with the apostSheirch of Jerusalem, it is equally a sign of outyuwith
one another.

There are many ways of sharing. There is the raditaing of the apostolic church where nobody ieés
in need. There is the sharing of one another'samgdstruggles, pain and suffering. There is tlagis in
one another’s joys and achievements, blessingshaaling. There is also the sharing of gifts andgins
from one church tradition to another even in oyrasation from another, an “ecumenical exchangefts.
Such generous sharing is a practical consequenaer afevotion to the apostles’ teaching and fellupsit
is a consequence of our prayer for Christian unity.

For Reflection/Discussion

» Try to think objectively and honestly — without bgitoo lenient or too tough on yourself — about how
open and accepting your congregation is of newcsmed ‘outsiders’. How could your church become a
more welcoming place, and your services be moressilgle?

* In many churches the shared use of property isrd pbtension. Why is this so? What can be done to
relieve the tension?

» How in your local congregation do you share burdgns and sorrows?

» What gifts have you received from other traditiomghe church? What gifts does your tradition hwe

ts
plic

share with others?

Prayer
God of justice, your giving of the Spirit broke theunds of what is holy. We thank
you that you have given what we need, so that alf be fed, clothed and housed.
Guard us from the sin of hoarding, and inspireaubd instruments of love, sharing .-
all that you give us, as a witness to your gengraamnd justice. As followers df >

Christ, lead us to act together in places of waitiiere families are driven from their g:‘(

unemployment destroy lives. We pray in the naméesius, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

National Council of
Churches in Australia
homes, where the vulnerable suffer at the handkeopowerful, where poverty and Faith and Unity Commission



Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Da’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 5 — Thursday 9 June

BREAKING THE BREAD IN HOPE

Readings

Exodus 16: 13b-21a It is the breagltbrd has given you to eat

Psalm:116: 12-19 | will offeryou a thanksgiving sacrifice

1 Corinthians 11:17-26 Do this in remenmioaof me

John 6:53-58 This is theda that came down from
heav...

Commentary

From the first Church at Jerusalem until now, theeaking of bread’ has been a central act for Garis.
For the Christians of Jerusalem today, the shaririiyead traditionally speaks of friendship, forgness anc
commitment to the other. We are challenged in brsaking of bread to seek a unity that can sg
prophetically to a world of divisions. This is tierld by which we have all, in different ways, besvaped
In the breaking of bread Christians are formed afoewhe prophetic message of hope for all humashkin

Today we, too, break bread ‘with glad and genefmasts’; but we also experience, at each celeloratic
the Eucharist, a painful reminder of our disun®n this fifth day of the Week of Prayer, the Chiiss of
Jerusalem gather in the Upper Room, the placeelL#st Supper. Here, whilst they do not celebriage
Eucharist, they break breadtape.

We learn this hope in the ways God reaches ous io the wilderness of our own discontent. Exodiiates
how God responds to the grumbling of the peopledliberated, by providing them with what theydee
no more, and no less. The manna in the desenifs af God, not to be hoarded, nor even fully urstieod.
It is, as our Psalm celebrates, a moment whicts cathply for thanksgiving — for God ‘has loosenead
bonds’.

What Paul recognises is that to break the breadchsneat only to celebrate the Eucharist, but to b
Eucharistic people — tbecome Christ’'s Body in the world. This short reading stanin its context (1 Co
10-11) as a reminder of how the Christian commuisitio live: in communion in Christ, determiningt
behaviour in a difficult worldly context, guided lye reality of our life in Him. We live “in rememdmnce of
him.”

As a people of the breaking of bread, we are alpaafpeternal life — life in its fullness — as theading from
John teaches us. Our celebration of Eucharistarigdis us to reflect on how such an abundant glfteois
expressed day to day as we live in hope as waelh asfficulties. In spite of the daily challengesrfthe
Christians in Jerusalem, they witness to how itassible to rejoice in hope.

For Reflection/Discussion

* In our various denominations, we don't all ‘breakdd’ as sacrament in the same way or with the san
frequency when we gather for worship. But when wae together in the name of Jesus ‘with glad and
generous hearts’ there is sacramentality in whatleveDiscuss.

* In what ways is the Eucharist a ‘prophetic messddmpe’?

» Paul speaks to the church in Corinth about rigiitudes and ethical living in the community of Giir{l

eak

e a

=

Cor. 10). How does this transpose to our circunt&amoday, as we come to the Lord’'s Table?

Prayer
God of Hope, we praise you for your gift to us bé tLord’'s Supper, where, in the
Spirit, we continue to meet your Son Jesus Chtistliving bread from heaven. Forgive
our unworthiness of this great gift — our living factions, our collusion with .-
inequalities, our complacency in separation. Hastenday when your whole churcq |- National Coundil of
together shares the breaking of the bread, andabate wait for that day, we may lear /
more deeply to be a people formed by the Euchiariservice to the world. We pray

the name of Jesus, who gives himself to us in We&adrament and service. Amen.

n

Churches in Australia
Faith and Unity Commission



Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Da’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 6 — Friday 10 June

EMPOWERED TO ACTION IN PRAYER

Reading

Jonah 2:1-9 Deliveranethgs to the Lord!

Psalm 67 Let the gespraise you, O God!

1Timothy 2:1-8 ...prayers shobémade for everyone,
fdngs and all who are in high position$

Matthew 6:5-15 Your kingdom cgmeur will be done...

Commentary

Following devotion to the Apostles’ teaching antloigship and the breaking of the bread, the foumtrk
of the earliest Church of Jerusalem is the lifpmafyer. Again, this new depth in prayer is madesids by
the coming of the Holy Spirit. Before Pentecosg tlisciples struggled to pray, asking Jesus tingeagain
to ‘teach us to pray’ (e.g. Luke 11.1). Prayerxpeazienced today as the necessary source of therpawd
strength needed by Christians in Jerusalem — aywelere. The witness of Christians in Jerusalenayad
calls us to a deeper recognition of the ways we &ittiations of injustice and inequality in our ogantexts.
In all this, it is prayer that empowers Christidmsmission together.

For Jonah the intensity of his prayer is met withndatic deliverance from the belly of the fish. idiayer is
heartfelt, as it arises from his own sense of repee at having tried to avoid God’s will: he hasrdoned
the Lord’s call to prophesy, and ended up in a legseplace. And here God meets his prayer with
deliverance for his mission.

The Psalm calls us to pray that God’s face wilhehiipon us — not only for our own benefit, but tioe
spread of His rule ‘among all the nations’.

The apostolic Church reminds us that prayer isragfahe strength and power of mission and propliec
the world. Paul’s letter to Timothy here instructs us toypeapecially for those with power in the world |so
that we may live together in peace and dignity. M#&gy for the unity of our human societies and therness
of humankind. Our prayer for unity in Christ reastoeit to the whole world.

This dynamic life of prayer is rooted in the Lordésaching to his disciples. In our reading from tewv's
Gospel we hear of prayer as a ‘secret’ power, lmnhfrom display or performance, but from humb
coming before the Lord. Jesus’ teaching is sumnpeith the Lord’s Prayer. Praying this together foumssas
a united people who seek the Father’s will, andothiling up of God’s Kingdom here on earth, aniisoas
to a life of forgiveness and reconciliation.

e

For Reflection/Discussion

» What might be another expression for the ‘Kingddrsod’'? What are the signs of its presence?

» “The only thing that prayer can change is the ohe prays.” Do you agree or disagree? Discuss.
» What forms of prayer do you practise: Alone? Witheos?

* What opportunities are there in your area to comgether and pray with Christians of other
denominations? How can these opportunities beeneatd encouraged?

Prayer
God our Father, we rejoice that in all times, ptaaad cultures, there are
people who reach out to you in prayer. Above all thenk you for the

_example and teaching_of your Son,Qesus Christ,halsdaught us to lon, |- National Council of

in prayer for the coming of your Kingdom. Teach tospray better a ‘A Churches in Australia
Christians together, so that we may always be asfayeur guidance an Faith and Unity Commission
encouragement through all our joys and distress.pvdg in the power

your Holy Spirit. Amen.




Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Da’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 7 — Saturday 11 June
LIVING IN RESURRECTION FAITH

ht

Reading

Isaiah 60: 1-3. 18-22 You shall call your wall$v@#ion, and your gates, Praise

Psalm: 118:1. 5-17 | shall not die, but | shali

Romans 6: 3-11 ...we have been buried with Chridtdgtism into death...so we too mig
walk in newness of life

Matthew 28:1-10 Jesus said to them, ‘Do not baichfr.

Commentary

The first Christians’ devotion to the apostles'diag, fellowship,

breaking of the bread and the prayers was madépmssbove all, by the
life-giving Holy Spirit, bringing the power of thexalted Lord Jesus into
their midst. This power is living still, and todaylerusalem Christians
witness to this. Whatever the difficulties of thegent situation in which
they find themselves — however much it feels lileglSemane and Golgoth
they know in faith that all is made new by thetiraf Jesus’ resurrection fro
the dead.

The light and hope of the Resurrection changesyévag. As

Isaiah prophesies, it is the transformation of dass into light; it is an enlightening for all pésg The
power of the Resurrection shines out from Jerusateenplace of the Lord’s Passion, and draws dlbna
to its brightness. This is a new life, in which leioce is put aside, and security found in salva(®God’'s
wholeness shalom) and praise.

In the Psalm we are given words to celebrate tiéraleChristian experience of passing from deatliféo
This is the abiding sign of God'’s steadfast lovhisTpassing from the terrors of death into new ifehe
defining reality of all Christians. For, as Paudbes, we have, in baptism, entered into the tan@hast,
having died with him so that we might live to shhigrisen life. We have died with Christ, and lteeshare
his risen life. And so we can see the world diffitlye— with compassion, patience, love and hope;irfo
Christ the present struggles can never be the wétoly. Even as divided Christians, we know that
baptism that unites us is a bearing of the Cro$lsddight of the Resurrection through the Holyr@gioured
into our hearts (Romans 5:5)”".

For the Christian Gospel this resurrection lifedd some mere concept or helpful idea; it is rodnea vivid
event in time and space. It is this event we heeaounted in the Gospel reading with great humaanity
drama. From Jerusalem the Risen Lord sends greetingis disciples across the ages, calling usitovw
Him without fear. He goes ahead of us.

For Reflection/Discussion

» What images of resurrection does our Australianedroffer us? Of baptism?
» What experiences of transformation have you haaur life?

» What is you attitude towards fellow Christians liggd in other traditions? How does baptism unite us
» At present, plant and animal species on our plarnetbecoming endangered and extinct at an alar
and tragic rate. We in the developed world in pattir are party to and complicit in a massive dc
‘uncreation’. Is it possible/responsible to preaatesurrection faith into this reality?

ming
[ O

Prayer
God, Protector of the widow, the orphan and thanster — in a world wherg
many know despair, you raised your Son Jesus ® lgiye for humanity an ;
renewal to the earth. Continue to strengthen anty wwur Church in its _ .

. . . . National Council of
struggles against the forces of death in the wosldere violence againg A/ Churches in Australia
creation and humanity obscures the hope of thelifiewou offer. We pray in Faith and Unity Commission
the name of Christ, who now lives and reigns witlu yand the Holy Spirit
One God, across all the ages. Amen.




Biblical Reflections and Prayers for the ‘Eight Da’
5 June — 12 June 2011

Day 8 — Sunday 12 June

CALLED FOR THE SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION

Readings
Genesis 33:1-4 Esau ran to meet Jasubembraced him...and they wept
Psalm: 96 Say among theonati‘The Lord is King!

= 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 God...reconciled us todalnthrough Christ, and has given
1 us the mirysof reconciliation

Matthew 5:21-26 Leave your gift before #itar, and go: first be reconciled
to your bvet or sister.

Commentary
Our prayers of this week have taken us on a joutoggther. Guided by the scriptures, we have badead
to return to our Christian origins — that apost@icurch at Jerusalem. Here we have seen devotiorithe
apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breakifidgpread and to the prayers. At the end of oueotifbns on
the ideal of Christian community presented to ulats 2:42, we return to our own contexts — thditrea of
divisions, discontents, disappointments and ingasti At this point the Church of Jerusalem posethes
guestion: to what, then, as we conclude this Wé&kayer for Christian Unity are we called, here aow?

Christians in Jerusalem today suggest an answarsiowe are called, above all, to the service
reconciliation. Such a call concerns reconciliation on many leasts] across a complexity of divisions. V
pray for reconciliation among Christians, so tia €hurch might be a sign and instrument for trading of
political and structural divisions and injusticést, reconciliation between Australia’s first peaplall who
have come as immigrants, and those who come ageesuo these shores; for the just and peacefayl
together of the Jewish, Christian and Muslim pesipler the growing in understanding between peopl
all faiths and none. In our personal and familgdiytoo, the call to reconciliation must find sp@sse.

Jacob and Esau, in the Genesis text, are brothersgstranged. Their reconciliation comes even w
enduring conflict might have been expected. Viokenad the habits of anger are put aside as thhdrsg
meet and weep together. The recognition of ouryuast Christians — and indeed as human beings +eb
God leads us into the Psalm’s great song of prfaisthe Lord who rules the world with loving justicin
Christ, God seeks to reconcile to Himself all pesplin describing this, Paul, in our second read
celebrates a life of reconciliation as “a new dardt The call to reconcile is the call to allow &s power
in us to make all things new, to be ambassado@hdft’s reconciliation.

Once again, we know that this ‘good news’ callsaushange the way we live. As Jesus challengem tise
account given by Matthew, we cannot go on makirfgriigs at the altar, in the knowledge that we
responsible for divisions or injustices. The callprayer for Christian unity is a call to recoretiibn. The
call to reconciliation is a call to actions — eations which interrupt our church activities.

For Reflection/Discussion

e« To what or to whom are we called to be reconciles individuals; as churches; as a nation?

* What are ‘the habits of anger’? How can they beagide?

» Discuss the statement: “There can be no reconoiiatithout justice”.

«  Our national ‘Week of Prayer for Reconciliation’dbserved annually #May — 3° June. Does your
local church participate in this? have contact wittigenous people? Share what you know about wdnat
denomination is doing in reconciliation, missioram-operation with indigenous Australians.

4]

hen
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Prayer: God of Peace, we thank you that you sent your £sns] so that we might be
reconciled to yourself in Him. Give us the grace lie effective ambassadors | of
reconciliation within our churches. In this way fhels to serve the reconciliation of (all
peoples, particularly in your Holy Land — the plasbere you demolish the wall |of

National Council of

separation between peoples, and unite everyonieeirbody of Jesus, offered on Momt:_’? Churches in Australia
Calvary. Fill us with love for one another; may aunty serve the reconciliation that you Faith and Unity Gommission

desire for all creation. We pray in the name ofi€hthrough whom God was pleased to
reconcile all things in heaven and earth, makiracpeby the blood of the Cross. Amen.




