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    Witness  Witness  Witness  Witness      
 through through through through    
 Hospitality Hospitality Hospitality Hospitality    Have you anything here to eat?  

(Luke 24:41) 

 

Gen 18:1-8    Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves 

Psalm 146     He who gives justice to the oppressed and gives food to the hungry 

Romans 14:17-19  Pursue what makes for peace and mutual edification 

Luke 24:41-48       Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures 

Reflection 

 

Today, electronic communication has made us neighbours in 

one small and overloaded planet.  As in Luke’s day, many peo-

ples and communities have had to leave their homes, journey-

ing to strange lands.  People of the world’s great faiths have 

arrived bringing new beliefs and cultures to our communities. 

In the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we recognise in our 

shared journey towards unity the hospitality and companion-

ship of Christians of all churches. Christ also calls us to both 

offer and to receive the hospitality of the stranger who has be-

come our neighbour.  Surely, if we cannot see Christ in the other, then we cannot see Christ at all. 

The story in Genesis describes how Abraham receives God in offering hospitality to strangers.  The 

God of all creation also stands with the prisoner, the blind, the stranger. The text from Romans re-

minds us that the kingdom of God comes about through justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  

The resurrected Christ brings his disciples together, eats with them and they recognise him again.  

He reminds them of what the scriptures said about him and explains what they did not understand 

before.  Thus, he frees them from their doubts and fears and sends them out to become witnesses of 

these things.  In creating this space for encounter with him he enables them to receive his peace, 

which implies justice for the oppressed, care for the hungry and mutual upbuilding as the gifts of 

the new world of the resurrection. Just as Christians throughout history have found the risen Lord as 

they have served and been served by others in faith, so we too can encounter Christ when we share 

our lives and our gifts. 
 

Reflection questions 

1. To what extent is Australia hospitable to the stranger? 

2. How in your own neighbourhood can the stranger  

    find hospitality and a space to live? 

3. How can you show gratitude for hospitality? 

4. How does the cross show us that God’s hospitality is a hospitality  

    lived out in total self-giving? 
 

Prayer points 

* Give thanks for the diversity of peoples, languages and cultures,  

*  Pray for a renewed spirit of hospitality to strangers among us 

*  Pray for churches in the Middle East and for the Middle East Council of Churches 

*  Pray for those who find their home in the Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Churches,  

& the Assyrian Church of the East. 

Prayer for the Day 

God of love, you have shown us your 

hospitality in Christ.  

We acknowledge that through sharing 

our gifts with all we meet you.  

Give us the grace that we may become 

one on our journey together and  

recognise you in one another.  

In welcoming the stranger in your name 

may we become witnesses to your hos-

pitality and your justice  Amen. 

This resource is based on the international material for the 2010 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which originated 

with the Scottish Churches. and was agreed by the World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Council for Christian 

Unity.  It has been adapted for use in Australia by the Faith and Unity Commission of the National Council of Churches 

in Australia.    For more information:  ph. (02) 9299 2215 or visit www.churchestogetherinprayer.org.au 


