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2023 Christmas Messages  
from Leaders of Chris�an Churches in Australia 

We are soon to celebrate God’s presence with us in the birth of Jesus and we also encounter the reality 
of our world and the difficul�es so many face. There is such a contrast with the beauty and wonder of 
the Christmas story and the present-day reality of the Holy Lands. 

The angels sum up the expecta�on of Jesus’ birth in what they say to the shepherds in the hills around 
Bethlehem:  

‘Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’  

Their song was full of hope and joy: 

 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace, good will among people’. 

They enter Bethlehem and find the baby Jesus and worship.   

Bethlehem now is within the West Bank of Pales�ne and is about 70km from Gaza. Not far at all. 
Tensions in the West Bank are also high and Christmas celebra�ons in Bethlehem will be muted and 
Manger Square may be without the usual fes�ve ligh�ng.  

Our hearts echo the cry of the angels and we with them pray ‘on earth peace and goodwill among 
people’. Goodwill includes concern for the other, approval and affirma�on, and ac�vely expressed 
care. Much goodwill is needed!  

When there is hear�elt goodwill it is a sign of peace being made real. Australia’s First People need to 
experience goodwill from us all. Those overwhelmed by the cost of daily life need to receive goodwill 
in this special �me of year. People in Gaza, Israel and the West Bank need goodwill from and for each 
other.  

Our prayer this Christmas could be that all in distress will experience goodwill, love, peace and 
jus�ce. 

Reverend John Gilmore, President 
National Council of Churches in Australia 
(NB. In the Western Church, Christmas is celebrated on 25 December2023. 
Most Orthodox Churches will celebrate the Feast of the Na�vity on 7 January 2024.) 

#16 messages from Na�onal Church Leaders follow. 

For more informa�on, contact the NCCA Secretariat on 9299 2215.
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Anglican Church of Australia 

Without being too drama�c, we are living in very difficult �mes! There is a very real cost of living crisis 
that is felt by everyone, but especially lower income earners and long-term renters. Our na�on has 
been at each other over the Voice to Parliament. There con�nues to be significant domes�c violence 
towards women. The effect of global warming seems to be growing exponen�ally as evidenced by 
significant weather events including Cyclone Freddie, the longest las�ng recorded tropical cyclone in 
history. There were catastrophic earthquakes in Turkey/Syria, Morocco, and Afghanistan. War 
con�nues in Ukraine as well as between Israel and Hamas, civil war in Sudan, Somalia, Yemen and 
others.  

As a na�on we seem exhausted. As communi�es and individuals, we are carrying a heavy burden and 
a weariness. It can appear that there is no hope, and we are le� on our own.  

There can be a very strong desire to switch off, to disconnect, to try to ignore some of the harsh 
reali�es of life. 

But the good news of Christmas is that God did not disconnect but in fact leans into the world with all 
its challenges. 

At his birth, Jesus entered into the messiness that was and is human life. And Jesus, now having died 
and been raised and ascended to heaven, con�nues to lean into our world. He con�nues to be faithful 
to his promise to be with us always. He con�nues to be there offering hope and peace and rest and 
love.  

No mater what we are facing, Jesus coming as one of us, coming into our situa�on, con�nues to 
remind us that God is always there for us: he con�nues to lean in – no mater how tough the situa�on. 

My prayer is that as we are reminded of the events of the first Christmas, we will know the reality of 
our God who leans into our reality and champions the cause of good and righteousness and peace. 
May you draw near to God and know his close presence with you.  

The Most Reverend Geoffrey Smith, Anglican Archbishop of Adelaide, and  
Primate, Anglican Church of Australia 

An�ochian Orthodox Archdiocese  
Christ is born, Glorify Him! 

“And I will make my home among them and live with them; I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.” (2 Cor. 6:16) 

God had sent prophets and even angels to call man back to Him, but it was necessary for the Creator 
himself to stoop to earth to li� man to heaven. The coming of the Saviour was to wipe off the dust 
from the image of God in man and to restore him to His righ�ul place as heir of His Father’s kingdom. 
That’s why Christmas �me is the best �me to pray to God and seek His love and blessings for the 
fes�ve occasion and also for the year that is soon to arrive. 

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the newborn, shower you with His choicest blessings on Christmas and 
bless you with a holiday season full of happiness and smiles. 

I wish you all a happy and blessed Merry Christmas. 

His Eminence Metropolitan Basilios, Archbishop  
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines 
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Assyrian Church of the East 

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Because today a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
(Luke 2: 8-14) 

We pray the same glory of God that shone upon the Shepherds on the day of the Na�vity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ may enlighten the hearts and minds of all humanity, so that we all live in peace and 
harmony.  

And that Chris�ans together may celebrate this feast of Na�vity in joy and peace, especially our 
brothers and sisters in the Middle East, Ukraine and Sudan. 

We pray that this Holy Day will be filled with blessings, peace, and tranquillity all over our troubled 
world. 

O' Lord Jesus Christ lead us to live in the path of your eternal light, You are the light of the world. He 
who follows You shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life. 

May the blessings of His na�vity be with us always. 

His Beatitude Mar Meelis Zaia AM, Metropolitan 
Assyrian Church of the East, Diocese of Australia, New Zealand and Lebanon 

Catholic Church in Australia 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

One of our popular Christmas Carols begins with these words: What child is this who, laid to rest on 
Mary’s lap, is sleeping? Very quickly, the carol moves to an answer: This, this, is Christ the King, the 
babe, the son of Mary. 

Each year, as Christmas comes around, we are invited to let this same ques�on - what child is this - 
arise in our minds and our hearts, and to reflect on the answers which emerge. 

The ques�on is, hopefully, one which maters to us. It is certainly one which maters to the Lord Jesus. 
You will recall the �me when Jesus asked this very ques�on of His apostles: who do you say that I am?  

When Simon Peter, the leader of the twelve apostles, responded to Jesus on their behalf, he said, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God”. It is an answer which is not so very different from the 
one given in the Christmas Carol. And it is the same answer which has been, and con�nues to be, at 
the heart of the Chris�an faith. Jesus is God among us as one of us. In His humanity, he is accessible 
to us, just as we are accessible to each other. We can know Him - and grow in our knowledge of Him 
- just as we come to know each other. And we can love Him - and grow in our love for Him - just as we 
can deepen our love for those closest to our hearts. 

But Jesus occupies a unique place in human history, for His humanity both conceals and reveals His 
divinity, if only we look and listen with the eyes and ears of faith. In coming to know Him, we come to 
know God. Jesus said so himself. “To have seen me,” he once said to one of his apostles, “is to have 
seen the Father”. When, especially in the pages of the gospels, we hear him speak we are hearing the 
words and voice of God. When we see him bringing hope and healing to people, we are witnesses to 
the compassion of God in ac�on. In every encounter he has with people, we are being given an insight 
into who God really is, and what it is that God seeks to do and be in our lives. 
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This is why Jesus can proclaim Himself to be the Way, and the Truth, and the Life: not just one of many 
ways - but God’s way; not just one truth compe�ng with others - but God’s truth; not just one op�on 
for life - but Life itself, the divine life, offered to us as a gi�. 

Our Judaea-Chris�an tradi�on rests on a profound belief: that we are made in the image and likeness 
of God. This truth reaches its highest expression in Jesus Christ who is, quite literally, the perfect living, 
human image and likeness of God. In Him we see who and what we are created and called to be - and 
in Him we find a companion on our life’s journey who can, if we let Him, enable us to be who and what 
we are called to be.  

This Christmas, like every Christmas, we are invited to hear once again God’s call to us, made real and 
concrete in Jesus, to come to Him when we are weary and over-burdened and find our rest in Him; to 
remain among those people who once walked in darkness but who now walk in the light; to allow 
ourselves to hear deep within us the echo of His voice telling us not to be afraid for He is with us. 

What child is this who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap, is sleeping? 
This, this is Christ the Lord - Come let us adore him. 

May this be a �me of deep happiness, of reconcilia�on and peace, and of joyful hope for the future 
for you, your families and all those who are dear to you. A happy and holy Christmas to you all. 

The Most Reverend Timothy Costelloe SDB, Archbishop of Perth  
President, Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
Catholic Church in Australia 

Chinese Methodist Church in Australia 
Who is the main character of Christmas? 

Before Christmas, people like to prepare gi�s for their loved ones. They like to write Christmas cards 
to wish them well, decorate their homes with lights, and put a bright star on top of their Christmas 
tree. During all this fes�vity, who is the main character of Christmas? 

The best gi� of Christmas is Jesus. Isaiah 9:6 says, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Christmas reminds us that the birth of the Holy Child Jesus is 
God's finest gi� to humankind. 

The best blessing of Christmas is Jesus. John 10:10 says, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” Christmas is God's blessing of 
abundant life through the birth of Jesus. 

The brightest light of Christmas is Jesus. John 8:12 says, “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 
said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.’” The birth of the Lord Jesus brings the light of life that all humankind can find. 

May Jesus be the best gi� you have ever received this Christmas. May Jesus be the most beau�ful 
blessing in your life this Christmas, so that you may live life to the full. May Jesus be the light of your 
life this Christmas and illuminate your way ahead. 

Reverend Milton PK Nee, Bishop 
Chinese Methodist Church in Australia 
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Churches of Christ in Australia 

The Best Gi� of All  

Imagine opening a gi� and then treasuring only the wrapping. Would it not seem ludicrous for a box 
inside, perhaps containing an expensive pair of shoes or a watch, to then be discarded? 

The Christmas season, with all its �nsel and trimmings, offers some shiny feelgood wrapping, too, but 
it is o�en sadly valued more than the gi� it encloses.  

Christmas surely packages up the best gi� of all, the gi� of freedom and redemp�on that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  

His arrival two thousand years ago allowed everyone, then and since, to have someone give his life as 
a subs�tute. He was perfect and therefore qualified to pay through his death for our every 
shortcoming, sin, or shame.  

That paved the way for us to connect with God for eternity. All we need do is receive this gi� and open 
it. It is surely worth more than the Christmas wrapping of this busy fes�ve season. 

The gi� would not have been possible had Jesus failed to come as God in human form. He descended 
and lived among us on that first Christmas to become, for us, for all �me since, the best Christmas gi� 
of all.  

Reverend Dr. Rob Nyhuis, National Chair 
Churches of Christ Council in Australia 

Cop�c Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Melbourne and Affiliated Regions 

Why the manger? 

Why did the Lord choose to be born in a manger? The manger is an unclean place that is not fit for 
any normal mother to give birth. What’s the significance to be born amongst the animals that are 
mostly set to be slaughtered? 

We will men�on five reasons that perhaps agree with the Lord’s mission and His spirit. 

1. Finding that this was the only place available for the King of Kings to be born - resembles the 
sad state of the world and that Christ just wants to be born in our hearts. 

2. It was the nature of the Lord as the true lamb going to the slaughter to be born in a manger - 
predic�ng his sacrificial nature. 

3. To choose to be born in the poorest of places - to show there is no prejudice with the Lord 
who treats everyone equally, and gives aten�on to the vulnerable. 

4. To give man the greatest lesson about humility - how humility is the opposite of pride. 

5. To start His journey towards the cross in a symbolic way that defines his mission and vision 
towards our salva�on by denying himself of every comfort and worldly pleasure. 

On behalf of the Cop�c Orthodox Church in Australia we wish everyone a wonderful and blessed Feast 
of Na�vity. May the lessons of the manger address all of our spiritual needs towards a joyful Feast of 
Na�vity.  

Very Rev. Dr. Father Abanoub Attalla  
Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Melbourne & Affiliated Regions 
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Cop�c Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Sydney and Affiliated Regions 

Message for the Glorious Feast of the Na�vity 2023 

On this great and joyous occasion of the Feast of the Na�vity, it is my pleasure to wish you all the 
blessings of the Mystery of the Incarna�on. Our celebra�on of the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ is a 
celebra�on of the wondrous Mystery of the Incarna�on, which reveals God's love for us. 

He accepted to come to our world and assume complete human nature with a ra�onal soul, as St. 
John the Theologian wrote, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). 

The main purpose of the Incarna�on is our salva�on from the dominion of sin, death and corrup�on. 
This is revealed when the Archangel proclaimed that the name of the Child is to be "Jesus", which 
means "Saviour". 

In the Annuncia�on of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Archangel Gabriel told the Holy Virgin, 
the Mother of Light, "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall 
call His name Jesus". Again the Archangel appeared to Joseph and revealed to him the mystery of the 
Holy Concep�on; he told him, "Do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins" (Mathew 1:20-21). 

Thus, God's goal to save us from the dominion of sin, death, and corrup�on was achieved through the 
Incarna�on. 

We rejoice because the wondrous Incarna�on of God the Word reveals God's love for us. Therefore, 
we ought to "love Him because He first loved us" (1 John 4:19). Furthermore, God's love for us 
compels us to love one another in a prac�cal way through our ac�ons. St. John reminds us, "Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another" (1 John 4:11), and "My little children, let us 
not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth" (1 John 3:18). 

We celebrate Christmas this year amidst worldwide problems, especially economic hardships. Many 
families, especially those with limited income, face the burden of rising infla�on and increase in the 
prices of basic necessi�es and commodi�es. We pray that God may provide for everyone from His 
abundant riches and save the world from wars and infla�on. 

However, we also are required to remember our needy brothers and sisters, and ac�vely par�cipate 
in benevolent works, remembering St. Paul's word, "And let us not grow weary while doing good, for 
in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith" (Gala�ans 6:9-10). 

Moreover, We pray that Christ the Prince of peace, grant peace tranquillity and harmony to the world 
par�cularly in Sudan, the Middle East and Ukraine and other parts of the world. 

May God bless our country Australia and bestow prosperity and harmony upon its people. 

In Christ 

His Grace, Bishop Daniel 
Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions 
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Diocese of the Armenian Church of Australia and New Zealand  

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill among men” (Luke 2:14) 

Some two thousand years ago, joy and peace were heralded by the angels through the birth of Jesus 
which was witnessed by the Magi of the East and the shepherds. Though this message of peace and 
love was embraced by few and has transmited to our days, humanity today is far from achieving that 
peace and harmony as one can imagine. 

Currently the whole world is in turmoil, the war in Ukraine, the war in Gaza, the ethnic cleansing of 
over one hundred thousand Armenians from Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), just to men�on a few. All 
these because of the greed of mankind, mul�na�onal corpora�ons needing more raw materials to 
enrich their pockets and in so doing, do not stop against anything. As a result, tens of thousands of 
people are killed, many more maimed, the poor gets even poorer, and many starve to death while 
tonnes of food are wasted by the rich throughout the world. 

The Chris�ans in the Middle East and so the Armenians, are suffering because of wars and conflicts 
between various groups and powers. Moreover, in Armenia, people experience the a�ermath of the 
disastrous war of 2020 with Azerbaijan. Because the world at large did not react on this unjust war, 
thousands of people were killed, tens of thousands wounded and many were forced to leave their 
ancestral homeland. Now Azeris, empowered by this fact, realised their scorch earth policy elimina�ng 
ethnic Armenians from Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) and forcefully exiling more than one hundred 
thousand Armenians from their na�ve land.  

Whilst here at home, a month before Christmas we see Christmas trees all around, Christmas carols 
heralding with joy the birth of Christ, many hold “Christmas” par�es just to eat, drink, socialise, have 
a good �me and exchange gi�s, while the hero of the event, JESUS, is no�ceably absent, and his 
message is not heard. 

As Chris�ans it is our duty to reintroduce Jesus to our society. “Peace I leave with you; not as the 
world gives, do I give to you” (John 15: 28). A peace by which one is in harmony with his inner self 
with God, with the people and the world at large. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another, as I have loved you…by this all will know that you are my disciples” (John 13: 34). As 
Jesus did so, we through our love to fellow man, must care for the poor, the sick, for the animals, 
nature, thus helping the wounded world to heal.  

It is �me for humanity to fulfil the vision of Isaiah the Prophet “They shall beat their swords into 
ploughs and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4) or “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s food” (Isaiah 65:25). 

Let us heed and follow the words and the example of the newborn Prince of Peace, let us be the true 
custodians of this world bringing joy and happiness to all, where people can live in peace and create 
harmony. 

Christ is born and revealed, blessed is the revela�on of Christ. 

With Prayers,  

Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of Australia and New Zealand  
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Greek Orthodox Church of Australia 
Protocol No: 2895 

 

"Come, let us rejoice in the Lord, as we tell about this mystery. The middle wall of separa�on 
has been broken down; the fiery sword has turned back, the Cherubim permits access to the 
tree of life; and I partake of the delight of Paradise, from which I was cast out because of 
disobedience. For the exact Image of the Father, the express Image of his eternity, takes the 
form of a servant, coming forth from a virgin Mother; and He undergoes no change. He 
remained what He was, true God; and He took up what he was not, becoming human in His 
love for humanity. Let us cry out to Him: You who were born from a Virgin, 0 God, have mercy 
on us." 

(Troparion, Great Vespers of the Feast of the Na�vity) 

The mystery of the incarna�on of our Lord Jesus Christ has established "once for all" (Heb. 10:10) a 
new reality, which not only embraces every human person, and indeed, all created existence, invisible 
and visible, but allows all to truly par�cipate in the fullness of the salvific and transforma�ve divine 
grace it boundlessly and abundantly imparts.  

Out of His infinite love, the Word and Son of God the Father, our Lord Jesus Christ, without ceasing to 
be "true God from true God", took on the very fullness of what it means to be human, except sin, in 
order to heal, renew and recreate human nature, not only restoring it to its "original beauty" but 
raising it to par�cipa�on in divine life. The mystery of salva�on is precisely the refashioning of the 
human person as truly human by "partaking of the divine nature" (2 Peter 1:4).  

This mystery of Christ's divine-humanity, which is an ontological reality for Christ, becomes in and 
through Him an existen�al reality for each and every person. In order for us however to experience 
and par�cipate in the mystery of Christ's divine-humanity, that it may truly become a reality in our 
lives, we must first and foremost strive to make Christ the centre of our heart, indeed the very centre 
of our existence, with true faith, love and hope in His person. By following Christ, who is the source 
and fullness of truth, love, and goodness, and fulfilling His life-giving commandments, in repentance 
and love for each other, we can truly live the fullness of life, who is Christ Himself, here and now and 
eternally in His heavenly kingdom.  

May we open our minds and hearts to Christ our Lord and God, so that we may be refashioned and 
renewed by the mystery of His love.  

Wishing all a blessed and joyous Christmas, I remain,  
Prayerfully yours,  

Archbishop Makarios, Primate 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia 
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Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand 
“Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;  
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” 

Did you realise that words of Joseph are not recorded in the whole of the na�vity story. We hear 
ABOUT him, but we don’t hear FROM him. Joseph disappears from the stories of the New Testament, 
with the last men�on of him being the episode where twelve-year old Jesus remains behind in the 
temple.  

Joseph doesn’t speak but he tells us what it means to be held fast by a story that is so much greater 
than us. We might say his ac�ons speak louder than words, as he teaches us what is means to step 
into each new day with hope.   

Joseph discovered that his fiancé, Mary, was pregnant with a child that was not his. In the ancient 
world at the �me, this was a difficult thing for an engaged couple. His society gave Joseph the op�on 
to publicly renounce her so she could be punished.  

But Joseph resolves to quietly break off the engagement. In this decision, our “voiceless” man of this 
Christmas story teaches us good moral behaviours such as: Be kind to others. Some�mes retrea�ng is 
a good choice.  We can lose for the sake of another.   

But there is so much more for us in Joseph’s story.   

In what happens next to Joseph, we are reminded that the heart of this Christmas story is not 
something that Joseph has done, but some that God does. This is something extraordinary and 
unexpected, that God does through Joseph, for the world. 

Just when Joseph thought that he had carefully mapped out how things were going to be resolved, an 
angel of the Lord appears to him in a dream and tells him, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  

The angel’s words alter Joseph’s world forever. He finds himself caught up in God’s plan to reach out 
in love to the world, to deal with sin and evil at work in us. The angel’s words made it clear to Joseph, 
that what was happening with his beloved Mary was God’s work.   

From this revela�on, Joseph discovers that he is much more than just a man doing the right thing by 
his Mary. God calls Joseph to speak something that has been spoken by millions and millions of people 
since that angel visit in Nazareth centuries ago. With all his seeming silence in the na�vity story, Joseph 
is given the privilege to speak the name of the Lord Jesus. The angel had commanded Joseph, “You 
are to name him Jesus for he will save his people from their sins.”  

How do we know that Joseph was changed forever? His ac�ons speak louder than words. As a changed 
man, he took Mary to be his wife, with no regard for what people might say about him taking on 
someone else’s baby. As a changed man, he welcomes the privilege of providing fatherly care to the 
boy who would one day be nailed to a cross for the salva�on of the world.  

The bright hope of the Christmas story is the message that God has broken into our world to change 
us. God’s calls us to join in this new way that an�cipates God at work on the fron�ers, in unexpected 
places as we live a people of hope in the presence of a gracious God. In our contemporary world we 
are confronted by news of wars and conflicts, at home and far away. We ask God to give us the 
faithfulness of Joseph, that we would find our place in this hopeful way of the “Prince of Peace-
making”, ac�ng in kindness and mercy in the Lord’s name.  
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On behalf of the people of the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand, I pray a hopeful and 
joyful Christmas for you and for your loved ones.  

“Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;  
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” 

Reverend Paul Smith, Bishop 
Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand 

Religious Society of Friends in Australia (Quakers) 
“Peace on Earth, goodwill to all men” 

Christmas is that �me when many of us joyfully celebrate the birth and the life of Jesus of Nazareth 
and pay par�cular aten�on to his example and teaching of peace and love. 

We ‘spread the love’ with family and Friends and it’s usually a happy �me where we eat together and 
share gi�s.  Do we also remember those who do not have friends or family and can we find some way 
to include them in the fes�val? 

These last few months have been the an�thesis of peace on earth. For the Middle East and the Ukraine 
and for other conflicts in the world, hatred and mistrust prevail and peace seems a long way away. 

Quakers and other people of faith know that true peace starts from within, from in�macy with Spirit 
or the Light, from a deep peace which can guide our life.  We all have a role to play in building up the 
condi�ons for peace in the world, for rejec�ng conflict and working for jus�ce. 

The joy and love that abounds at Christmas �me can give us a sense of hope and remind us that 

‘Though love is weak and hate is strong, 
Yet hate is short and love is very long’.   (from Naylor Sonnet #3) 

Bruce Henry, Presiding Clerk, 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia 

The Salva�on Army Australia 
There’s a beau�ful song that says….  

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness. 
Opened my eyes, let me see. 

Humbly you came to the earth you created, 
All for love’s sake became poor. 

Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

Light of the world. Hope of the world. Jesus came. God with skin on his face. Came to show us how to 
live like him and for him. Saviour, Lord, King. 

That’s who we worship at this �me of year. That’s who we worship at all �mes of the year. This 
beau�ful Jesus. 

And it seems the world needs a whole lot of light right now… 
• Israel and Pales�ne 
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• Ukraine and Russia 
• Cost of living crisis 
• Housing crisis 
• Shi�ing values 
• A postmodern, post Chris�an world 

A world that some�mes seems unstable. 

And, s�ll this beau�ful Jesus steps down into darkness, and asks his people to do the same. 
In a very dark room, a lit candle or torchlight changes the darkness. 
We are called to step into the darkness, and just like Jesus, bring light to our world. 

Pray for the people of the na�ons, for aid, for nego�ators, for peace. 

Step into the darkness in our na�on. Light comes from... 

Those who form “real community” and love beau�fully. 
Those who serve day a�er day. 
Those who find and provide housing. 
Those who represent and share Jesus beau�fully. 
Those who live like and for Jesus. 

Light of the world. Hope of the world. 

Every day, we have opportuni�es to be that. 

I think we all need that this �me of the year. Light, hope, love 

Just as Jesus came as light to our darkness, I invite you to be light into someone else’s world this 
Christmas. 

Mathew 5:14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the 
God-colours in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as 
public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you 
under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a 
hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening 
up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven. 

Step in. Step up. Shine! Jesus invites you to. The world needs you to. 

Have a wonderful Christmas, and may you be the means by which someone else might find the true 
meaning too.....light, life, hope, peace, joy. 

Bless you. 

Commissioner Miriam Gluyas, Territorial Commander 
The Salvation Army, Australia 
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Uni�ng Church in Australia 

In this season of celebra�on, the mood seems far from celebratory in many places.  

In Australia many people are struggling to afford food and shelter. Others have watched their homes 
and livelihoods burnt in fires or destroyed by drought. Violence and war con�nues in places like West 
Papua, Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Ukraine. Some we no�ce. Others we don’t.  

This Christmas we will sing carols which speak of s�llness and silence on the night of Jesus birth. At 
the same �me, we watch and read about the violence taking place in these same lands, death and 
suffering that is almost beyond fathoming.  

Our hearts cry out as we see hospitals bombed, hostages held, babies dying for lack of basic care and 
homes crumbling. What does it mean to say the Prince of Peace has been born? 

The story of Jesus’ birth is not one that occurs in a fairy tale world of s�llness and calm. Rather Jesus 
comes as a vulnerable baby into a precarious world, born into empire, shadowed by violence.  

Jesus’ birth is the announcement by God that God wills the end of violence and suffering. Jesus is 
God’s way of standing in solidarity with us, arriving into all our brokenness and beauty. His coming is 
a herald of God’s joy, hope and peace. 

Christmas invites us to meet God in all of life, our despair, our suffering, our wonder, our celebra�on. 
Let us rejoice in the confidence that God dwells with each of us and the whole world in love, a love 
that heals our broken heartedness and helps us find peace and joy.  

Happy Christmas! 

Reverend Sharon Hollis, President 
Uniting Church in Australia Assembly 

Australian Chris�an Churches - ACC 
‘God with us’ 

Christmas is a celebra�on of God’s response to a lost and lonely human race. He demonstrated His 
immense love for us through the gi� of His Son – Emmanuel – which means ‘God with us’. 

The Bible tells us that Jesus ‘became flesh and dwelt among us’ (John 1:14). He came to be with us, 
with the mission to make a way for us to live in rela�onship with God forever. 

What a wonderful message for a world that shows the growing effects of loneliness. There is 
something within us that cries out for a sense of belonging. The shi�s in modern society have caused 
us to be more isolated than ever, despite having so many ways to connect to each other. Loneliness, 
it seems, is at epidemic propor�ons. 

This season gives the Church, and individuals alike, an incredible opportunity to make a difference in 
the lives of others. As people gather to enjoy the fes�vi�es with family and friends, let’s spare a 
thought for those whose loneliness is amplified at this �me of the year. 

Mother Teresa put it so succinctly: ‘The problem with the world is that we draw our family circle too 
small’. 

As we celebrate the wonder of a God’s extravagant love, expressed in Emmanuel, may we seek to 
enlarge our circles. Let’s be people that look around us with the hope of finding those who are 
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standing alone; and open wide our hearts and doors to those who need to know that they are oved 
by God and loved by us. 

Pastor Wayne Alcorn, ACC National President 
Australian Christian Churches- ACC 

Australian Bap�st Ministries 

Christmas is not what it used to be. The Christmas in the Bible was less a season and more an occasion. 

We spend a lot of money; Christ was born into poverty. We consider Christmas a ‘family �me’; Mary 
and Joseph were Internally Displaced Persons (and later refugees). We hang lights and ornaments and 
decora�ons; the manger was, at best, lined with clean straw. We give lifeless objects that shine, taste 
good, or use bateries; God gave a person — His Son Jesus Christ. 

Everything about the coming of Christ contrasts with the ways in which we ‘celebrate the season.’ We 
embrace the culture of consump�on with litle more than a sideways glance at the claims of Christ. 

I'm no saint in this regard. My own inconsistencies shine like a spotlight amidst the �ny flashlights of 
other people. But I desire to be different. The first step towards change is acknowledgment. We need 
to diagnose and name the disease before prescribing surgery. 

My disease is holy secularism. The symptoms include an honourable men�on for Christ, but He is 
mostly excluded. Look around and you’ll see it at epidemic propor�ons. Many of us have 
uninten�onally become infec�ous carriers. 

The disease drives us to catalogues more than to Christ; it draws us to shopping centres and distracts 
us with sales. We want presents with a bow, not the presence of God. Give me the latest gadget, not 
the gospel truth. Sing about Santa, not the Saviour. Open the wallet, but not the home. 

Of course, we'll join in the carols, listen to the talks, and even add angels to the tree. However, the 
Christ-event which calls us to simple gra�tude and humility, morphs into a season of impulse-
spending, binge-buying, and excess. We use sacred terms to jus�fy ourselves ... generosity, 
though�ulness, love, and family. But some�mes we let the marketplace, not the Master, define those 
terms. 

I suspect the wai�ng list for this spiritual surgery might be long. But somewhere deep within us, an 
authen�c light pierces the darkness and compels us to consider why Christ came in the first place. 
Search ‘Luke 2 Message Bible’ in your browser for a booster shot. 

Reverend Mark Wilson, National Ministries Director  
Australian Baptist Ministries 
 


