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It was a very early morning for NATSIEC to attend the apology at
Parliament House. Representing NATSIEC were Graeme Mundine 
(Exec Secretary), Bishop Saibo Mabo (Acting Chair) and Gabrielle 
Russell-Mundine (behind the camera! – project officer) . We walked up 
to Parliament House as the sun was rising. Old Parliament house is in 
the background.



The sun was still breaking through the clouds as we walked .



The Flags were being 
raised as we arrived -

Aboriginal, Torres Strait 
and Australian



We’re nearly there!



We made it to the house at about 6.30 am.



We beat the crowds and were very close to the front of the queue to get 
seats in the public gallery. There were only a few available, otherwise it 

could be watched on screens in the Great Hall, or on the lawns. 



While we were waiting. 



No cameras, mobiles or other recording devices 
are allowed into the Gallery – so tune into the 

ABC to watch it all again!



When we came out after the Apology the flags and the sun 
were fully up!





Parliament House was teeming with people there to celebrate. 



Walking down the hill afterwards to join the celebrations outside.



Many people stayed to watch the entertainment. 



Peter Garrett came out in that great t.shirt from 2000 and 
spoke to the crowd. 



For many the day also provided a chance to catch up with family 
and friends – Graeme Mundine and his nephew Graeme Brown.



Graeme Mundine and Pastor Ray Minnecon



Graeme Mundine and his brother Warren Mundine



Graeme Mundine and his niece Kayeleen Brown



Cousins Pastor Peter Walker and Graeme Mundine.



Peter Walker, Graeme Mundine, Saibo Mabo and a 
friend from the Torres Strait. 



Stephen Brown and his uncle Graeme Mundine.



Saibo Mabo made friends with a Buddhist Monk 
afterwards.



Graeme Mundine with his cousin Steven Walker, sister Kaye 
Mundine, and friend Sherry Balcombe. 



Saibo Mabo caught up with many people from the 
Torres Strait Islands. 



After the Apology a service was held by the 
NSW Ecumenical Commission together 
with NATSIEC and the Uniting Church’s
Aboriginal and Islander Congress at the 

Australian Centre for Christianity and 
Culture. 



Ringing out the good news, Graeme and Julia calling people to the 
service. 



Revd. Sealin Garlett at the service.



Revd. Ken Sumner at the Service.



Major Rodney Ainsworth, Revd. Mawunydjil Garawirrtja and 
Major Leonie Ainsworth.



Di Torrens reading.



Saibo preaching at the service.



The ministers after the Service.




